
Notice of Joint Safety Committee
Meeting - 2021

To: All parties in interest

Date: 06/03/2021

Via: E-Mail Transmission

E-Mail: jweaver@westernlineneca.org

This is a reminder that our next Quarterly Meeting of the California [Red Safety
Book] Joint Safety Committee is scheduled for Wednesday, June 16, 2021 at 1:00
PM pacific time at our new Cal-Nevada JATC Training Center in Woodland, CA.

545 Santa Anita Dr.
Woodland, CA

The Meeting Minutes from our last Safety Committee Meeting held on March 10, 2021
are available for download from the Chapter's website: WesternLineNeca.org

Thanks,
Jules W. Weaver
Chapter Manager

Western Line Constructors Chapter, Inc | 2540 E Bengal Blvd., Suite 200, Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121

wlcc@westernlineneca.org
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MEETING MINUTES 
IBEW 47-1245 / WLCC-NECA JOINT SAFETY COMMITTEE 

March 10, 2021 
Via: Teams Meeting Platform 

Present: 
Mgmt: 

James Stapp 
AJ Zartman 
Lon Peterson 
Raul Guardado 
Zach Zuelner 
Jeremy Atchison 
Kellie Whittemore 
Ward Andrews 
Jacob Milhoan 
Clayton Loback 
Chris Larson 
Jeremy Hessler 
Ben Nelson 
Daniel Ashmore 
Ed Antillon 
Randy Tomlin 
Ryan Smith 
Jacob Christensen 
Andy Smoot 
AJ Long 
Mike Garcia 
Milton Toscano 
Justin Greene 
Jason Cobbler 
Jerad Simmons 
Brian Dunker 
Jack Crabbs 
Mike Croker 
Casey Kelley 
Andy Fay 
Frank Farwell 
Ethan Stonecipher 
Troy Meyers 
Trevor Kirkland 
Brian Stern 
Mike Hernandez 
Jason Tobler 
Steve Meremali 
Troy Flores 
Nate Williams 
Jeremy Aitchison 
Leto Wilkins 
Christopher Burt 
Dennis Oliver 
Don Weyhrauch 
Frank Farwell 
Chris Hudson 
John Olson 
Justin Clegg 
Kevin Rose 
Chris Marlow 
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Ronald Cochran 
Joe Sutton 
Michael Garcia 
Michael Baezan 
Mike Loya 
Pete Carter 
Rocio Aquerrebere 
Shane Ren 
Stephen Miramontes 
Trevor Hamlin 
Ethan Stonecipher 
Tony Fuller 
Lito Wilkins 
Jules Weaver 
  

IBEW: 
 
 
Ralph Armstrong 
Ralph Kenyon 
Armando Mendez 
Rod Peterson 
Arnold Trevino 
Charlie Randall 
  

Cal-NEV JATC:  
 
Don Jamison    

Meeting called to order by Chairman Armstrong at 1:00pm. 
 
Chairman Armstrong welcomed the group to our fourth virtual meeting and hopefully last virtual 
meeting with the next Meeting to be held in our new Woodland JATC Training Center.  Mr. 
Armstrong then had everyone introduce themselves. 
 
Previous Minutes:  
M/S/C to approve the Meeting Minutes of the Joint Safety Committee Meeting held on 
December 2, 2020.  
 
Review of Accidents & Incidents:  
 
The updated Accident & Incident Reports is attached hereto as Exhibit A.  
 
Local 1245 - Northern California:  as reported by Mr. Armstrong & Mr. Kenyon they noted that 
Local 1245 had no additional accidents/incidents to report beyond the accidents or incidents that will 
be reported on today and those are included in the Accident & Incident Report attached hereto as 
Exhibit A. 
 
Local 47 - Southern California: as reported by Arnold Trevino and Armando Mendez they noted 
that a Local 47 traffic control employee had a gun put to his head and was robbed, he is doing OK 
and another incident where thieves stole a truck from a line crew. A general discussion followed.  
Also discussed were crane operators and observers.  They had no other additional accidents/incidents 
to report beyond those accidents or incidents that will be reported on today and those are included in 
the Accident & Incident Report attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
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Contractor’s Reports: 
The Contractors present reported on the accidents and incidents in the attached Exhibit A and 
some additional incidents or near misses.  The following Contractors noted they had no accidents 
or incidents to report on today: 
 
ALVAH Contractors 
Basin Contractors 
CEI Contractors 
Faith Electric Contractors 
Hampton Tedder Electric 
International Line Builders 
Mountain G Enterprise 
Outsource Utility Contractor Corp. 
Source Power Services, Inc. 
 
JATC Reports:  Director Jamison discussed a couple of minor incidents involving apprentices one 
resulted in a, apprentice receiving stiches to his eyebrow a general discussion followed. Mr. Jamison 
then noted that he had no other accidents/incidents to report on beyond what has already been 
reported on today and those incidents set forth in the Accident & Incident Report attached hereto as 
Exhibit A.  
 
Observations:  With the job site thefts of vehicles and robberies stay aware of your surroundings 
and do not leave unattended or unoccupied vehicles running.  Once again there were way too 
many vehicle accidents that are occurring off and, on the right-of-way, a general discussion 
followed. 
 
Exhibits attached hereto: 
 
Exhibit B – Various Wired for Safety Bulletins & Safety Alerts from SCE 
Exbibit C – SCE Contractor Covid-19 Protocols 
Exhibit D – Various Safety Talks from SDG&E  
Exhibit E – PG&E Safety & Health Tailboard 
 
Old Business:            
    

1.   Chairman Armstrong noted that revised Red Safety Book [Red Book] is available through 
the Locals and the Chapter for those needing copies.  In addition, “pdf” copies are always 
available for download on the Chapter’s and Local’s websites.    
      

2.  Mr. Jamison and Mr. Weaver gave an update on the Safety Wallet text-based certifications 
system and the Sexual Harassment and DOL Harassment Training Courses and Certs that is 
just being finalized and will be offered through EICA and Safety Wallet.  A general 
discussion followed, and it was determined a Contractor Webinar would be put together to 
roll this training program out.         
  

3.   For the record, the Red Book Subcommittee is composed of the following 8 individuals 
from Labor and Management: 
 
Labor     Management   
Ralph Armstrong     Ward Andrews 
Rod Peterson    Chris Larson 
Ralph Kenyon    TBD     
Arnold Trevino    TBD 
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It was noted for the record that the 8 - IBEW /NECA Safety Committee members per the 
California Outside Line Construction Agreement are as follows: 

 
Labor Representatives   Management Representatives 
Ralph Armstrong    Jim Stapp 
Ralph Kenyon    AJ Zartman 
Rod Peterson     Ward Andrews 
Arnold Trevino    Jules Weaver 

 
 

New Business: 
 
1. Chairman Armstrong noted that long time Business Manager of IBEW Local 1245, Tom Dalzell 

has retired, and Bob Dean has been named the new Business Manager of Local 1245.  Mr. 
Armstrong noted that Mr. Dalzell was just awarded the first ever Ed Hill Award by the 
International IBEW Office.  A general discussion followed with congratulations and wishing 
Tom the best in his retirement. 
 

2. Mr. Armando Mendez announced that ICE Secretary and long-time Business Manager of IBEW 
Local 47 Pat Lavin has announced his retirement and that Colin Lavin will be replacing Pat 
effective this Friday. A general discussion followed with congratulations and wishing Pat the 
best in his retirement.   

 
3. Mr. Chris Larson discussed the rise in the use and abuse of the drug Adderall and DOT 

Substance Abuse Testing.  A general discussion followed. 
 
 
Next Meeting Date and Location:  
 
 Wednesday – June 16,2021 at 1:00pm at Cal-Nevada JATC Training Center in Woodland, CA. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:35pm  



Date Of 
Incident Occupation Type of Incident

Body Part /  
Root Cause Description

1/6/2021 Outside Crew Injury Finger 
Laceration

Injury - January 6, 2021, A substation operator and three operator trainees arrived at a substation to take part in a station inspection 
and validation of the Standard Station Instructions (SSI’s). While the substation operator was exiting the vehicle, he greeted the 
operator trainees from a distance and began to close the door with his left hand, consequently shutting it on his right index finger, 
which was still in the door jamb. The operator trainees witnessed this action and rushed over to render assistance and first aid to the 
substation operator. The substation operator immediately notified supervision of the injury and was able to safely drive back on his 
own to the Switching Center. The substation operator followed the recommendation to go to the Urgent Care, where he received 
medical attention and three stitches. 

1/14/2021 Outside Crew Injury Hand Injuries

Injury - January 14, 2021, A crew was tasked with grounding and disconnecting the overhead to underground section of a 500 kV line 
in preparation for inspections and maintenance of underground cable. Trucks were positioned at the line drops and bus connections to 
begin grounding and removing jumpers to the bus connections. Apprentice lineman and journeyman lineman grounded the line drop 
at their work location and at the bus, making their bracket ground. With an installed bypass, they removed the jumpers from the line 
drops and tied them off with a rope to keep from adding additional strain to the current transformer (CT) connection. After they 
completed their task, they removed their bypass and line drop ground, keeping the bus grounded for inspections. It was identified that 
the jumpers had not been let down far enough to allow a good gap for separation. Apprentice lineman and journeyman lineman 
installed another rope on the grounded jumper for a better lead to be tied off. Before the journeyman lineman could move the bucket 
to retrieve the overhead ground for the line drop, the apprentice lineman reached up and made contact with his hand on the line drop 
above the phase of the de‐energized 500 kV line. The apprentice lineman became unconscious and collapsed in the bucket, hitting his 
mouth on the edge of the bucket prior to landing on the bucket floor. From the ground, the crew foreman noticed that he could no 
longer see the apprentice lineman and called out to the journeyman lineman. The journeyman lineman swung out the boom and 
lowered the bucket to the ground. Due to the lack of cell phone reception, the crew foreman immediately drove out of the Western 
Transition Station to regain cell phone service and called Emergency Medical Services (EMS). The apprentice lineman was moved to a 
location easily accessible by EMS. The apprentice lineman regained consciousness and was responsive by the time EMS arrived onsite. 
The apprentice lineman was transported to a local hospital and was kept overnight and released the next day. The apprentice 
lineman’s electrical entry point was his right thumb, and his exit point was his left middle finger.

1/19/2021 Outside Crew Injury Fractured Wrist

Injury - January 19, 2021, A heavy equipment operator and a helper were planning to unload a D5 dozer being delivered to Big Creek 
in support of the Creek Fire Restoration effort. The operator and the helper held a tailboard discussing the task and possible hazards; 
snowy and icy conditions were discussed. The operator and the helper were unbinding and unchaining the dozer from opposite sides 
of the trailer. As the operator was walking alongside the trailer, he lost his footing and slipped on the icy surface. The operator 
extended his right hand out, attempting to break his fall while landing on the ground. He felt pain in his right wrist and thought it was 
sprained. The operator got up and continued to put the chains and binders away. The operator told the helper that he had fallen and 
may have sprained his wrist. The helper did not witness the incident. They observed a scrape and some swelling on the operator’s 
hand but continued to finish unloading the dozer. The helper then drove the operator back to his vehicle. The operator contacted his 
supervisor then safely drove himself to an urgent care where x‐rays were taken. It was determined that the operator fractured his 
wrist. He received medical attention and was released. The helper drove to urgent care to drive the operator back to the hotel after 
being released from urgent care. The following day the helper drove the operator back to urgent care to pick up his vehicle.

IBEW 47 - 1245 / WLCC - NECA
2nd Quarter 2021 Accident/Incident Reports

Contractor Significant Accidents
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Date Of 
Incident Occupation Type of Incident

Body Part /  
Root Cause Description

2/2/2021 Outside Crew Injury Finger

Injury - February 2, 2021, Journeyman Lineman sustained a laceration to his right index finger while working storm damage in Arnold, 
CA. While picking up a downed / damaged, cut‐out, the employees right index finger inadvertently contacted a shard of broken glass 
still connected to the shattered fuse tube. The employee proceeded to work another location when he realized his finger was bleeding. 
He immediately reported the injury to his supervisor(s). Temporary first aid measures were taken to stabilize the employee's injured 
finger and On‐Site Health & Safety was dispatched to his location to render first aid. The employee was able to return to work full duty 
no restrictions.

2/15/2021 Outside Crew Injury Back Injury

Injury - February 15, 2021, A crew was replacing a pole in‐between a block wall in the corner of a residential backyard. A worker 
climbed onto the block wall to get a cant hook onto the pole. As the worker was trying to maneuver the pole butt using the cant hook, 
the cant hook came loose, which caused the worker to lose his balance, fall backwards and land on his back onto a slab of pavers. After 
complaining of soreness in his back, the worker was taken for medical evaluation. 

2/19/2021 Outside Crew Injury Eye Swelling

Injury - February 19, 2021, A six‐man crew was assigned a nighttime outage for a commercial customer. Part of the work included 
pulling in cable, approximately 100' from the panel to the transformer slab. During the tailboard, the crew decided to use the existing 
1/2" polypropylene rope in the duct to help with pulling in the runs of cable. The crew set up a Capstan at the transformer pad to pull 
in the cable. As a worker was operating the Capstan to pull the cable, the polypropylene pull rope snapped and contacted the worker 
on the cheek and left eye. The crew called an all‐stop and went to assist the worker, who immediately felt a discomfort around his eye 
and cheek. The worker did not wish to seek medical attention; however, the general foreman ruled on the side of caution and 
transported the worker for medical evaluation. The worker was later released. 

4/1/2021 Outside Crew Injury Leg Injury

Injury - April 1, 2021, A lineman was completing a reconductor project that included sagging and dead‐ending conductor on a 
structure accessible only by helicopter. The lineman connected to the tower bridge using his fall protection device, then secured the 
dead‐end board (working platform) to the structure and began work. The lineman successfully performed the dead‐end and sagging 
operation. Approximately ten minutes after the conductor tension had been transferred to the dead‐end insulators supported on the 
center phase position of the tower, the existing "U‐Strap" (hardware) attachement at the tower failed catastrophically. The hardware 
failure caused the insulators, rigging and conductor to break away from the tower, which pulled on the dead‐end board. This caused 
the lineman to fall into his fall protection and swing into the tower, which resulted in a leg injury. The injured lineman was transported 
to the hospital for medial evaluation; it was determined he sustained a deep tissue injury and was discharged the same day.

4/5/2021 Outside Crew Injury Laceration
Injury - April 5, 2021, A crew was using a crane to replace a deteriorated pole. When pulling the old pole, tension applied by the crane 
caused the pole to shake and a portion of the glass insulator broke off, hit the roof of the resident’s garage and struck the foreman on 
his right shoulder.  The foreman sustained a laceration and received first aid on‐site. Property damage to the resident’s garage roof.

4/8/2021 Outside Crew Injury Minor Injuries

Injury - April 8, 2021, A 4‐man crew was tasked with replacing one span of secondary conductor and a service. The new triplex was 
pulled into place using a 5" block (rigging) on a fiber sling attached to the pole. The tension was pulled from the ground using a block 
and a sand line. After the wire was near sag, the lineman working from a bucket moved into position to begin dead‐ending at the pole. 
Once in position, he called to the ground help to slack off on the tension. When the wire began to slack off, the 5" block shifted and hit 
the control handle of the boom, which caused the bucket to swing, even though the trigger had not been depressed. The lineman 
quickly hit the Power Take Off (PTO) dump button, but it did not react, and the bucket continued to move. After the third attempt to 
dump the PTO, the controls shut down the boom and the bucket stopped moving. At the time the controls shut down, the lineman 
was pinched between the back of the bucket and the secondary conductor (putting pressure on his rib cage). He was able to squeeze 
his way out of the pinch point, indicated he was all right but out of breath and requested the crew use the lower controls to lower the 
boom. The crew successfully lowered the bucket to the ground, immediately called an ALL STOP and shut the truck off to assess the 
situation. Since the crew was working a short distance from the yard, the foreman elected to drive the lineman to the yard to further 
evaluate the situation and the lineman’s condition with their supervisor. As a precaution, it was determined that the supervisor would 
transport the lineman to urgent care, where he was treated and released that afternoon with no significant injuries or work 
restrictions. The lineman is doing well with only some lingering soreness in the affected area. Upon on‐site inspection after the 
incident, it was determined that the control handle linkage in the bucket had broken, which caused the malfunction. The truck is red‐
tagged until repairs are completed and the PTO dump is inspected. 
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Date Of 
Incident Occupation Type of Incident

Body Part /  
Root Cause Description

5/2/2021 Outside Crew Injury Head 
Lacerations

Injury - May 2, 2021, A transmission patrol crew was tasked with operating and closing a sub‐transmission switch on a 66kV line. Due 
to the busy street corner, with large high‐profile vehicles, the pole switch was installed on the pole at 10 feet above ground. The 
lineman on patrol put on his PPE and used the temporary pole steps to climb the wood pole. He climbed up approximately seven pole 
steps, about six feet off the ground. The lineman positioned himself to throw the switch: he put his hands on the pole switch handle, 
squatted down and thrusted up into a full‐body extension position to close pole switch. As he thrusted up into a full‐body extension, 
the temporary pole step and lag on the street side (supporting his left foot) pulled out at an angle. The lineman’s foot slipped down 
and off the temporary pole step, which caused him to lose his balance and fall into a backward rotation ‐ out of his belt – and clearing 
both his feet. The lineman’s hard hat fell of as he rotated backwards, and he hit the concrete sidewalk, headfirst. The senior patrolman 
on‐site pushed the orange button on his handheld radio, which notified the substation of the emergency. A pedestrian, who witnessed 
the accident, immediately contacted the local police department. The lineman appeared to have lacerations to the back of his head 
and was breathing, but unconscious. Emergency medical services arrived within a short period of time and treated the lineman, who 
was then transported to the hospital. The lineman remains hospitalized. 

5/18/2021 Outside Crew Injury Multiple Injures

Injury - May 18, 2021, A crew was replacing a deteriorated pole. Upon setting the pole, a journeyman lineman removed the sling, 17‐
ton shackle, and pin (1 ½ inches in diameter) used to install the pole. The pin slipped from the lineman’s hand and fell. On its descent, 
it struck an unknown object on the pole and ricocheted towards a worker standing near a vacuum truck, approximately 12–15 feet 
away. The pin struck the worker (vacuum truck operator) on the hardhat, puncturing the hardhat and flipping the hardhat forward, 
striking his face. The vacuum truck operator sustained a laceration to the forehead, which required stitches, a skull fracture, and a 
facial fracture to the cheek/nasal passage. The crew implemented an all S.T.O.P., called 911, rendered first aid, and contacted an SCE 
representative. After the vacuum truck operator was transported by ambulance to the hospital, the crew re‐tailboarded and safely 
completed the remainder of the pole replacement. The injured worker was hospitalized and released the following day.

5/26/2021 Tree Crew Injury Fracture, 
Amputation

Injury - May 26, 2021, A compliance tree trimming crew was performing hazard tree removal. The foreman was aloft in the bucket 
truck preparing to rig a branch/trunk for removal. The groundman was dragging brush into the chipper. While feeding cut branches 
into the chipper, the rigging rope became caught in the brush being fed into the chipper and was pulled into the chipper. The rope 
then wrapped around the foreman’s arm and the groundman’s legs, causing serious injuries to both workers. The groundman was 
pinned against the chipper, but he was able to use the emergency switch to shut off the chipper. Three additional personnel were 
onsite. One individual assisted the groundman while another lowered the bucket to the ground to assist the foreman. A third worker 
called 911 and the fire department was the first to respond. The groundman was taken to the nearest hospital and the foreman was 
airlifted to treatment. Both injured parties are currently listed in stable condition and have been transferred to a local hospital.

5/28/2021 Outside Crew Fatality Head Injury

Fatality - May 28, 2021, Friday at approximately 0951 hours, a PG&E Electric Distribution Contract employee was fatally injured. A two‐
man (Foreman and Groundman) crew was tasked with installing ground rods as part of lightning arrestor work in Redcrest (Humboldt). 
The work location was in an area difficult to access, with steep terrain and a heavy overhead canopy. The crew utilized a John Deere 
35G Mini Excavator to access the work location and perform the excavation needed at the site. The crew successfully completed all 
tasks associated with the project and the Crew Foreman went to get his camera to take pictures of the completed work. The Crew 
Foreman turned back towards the project site and saw the Groundman jump from the excavator as it was overturning toward the 
below roadway. The Groundman was struck in the head by the excavator and then pinned down on the ground under the equipment. 
The Crew Foreman called 911 at approximately 0954. The Rio Del Fire Department arrived at 1020 and performed an extraction of the 
employee and pronounced him dead at the scene.
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Date Of 
Incident Occupation Type of Incident

Body Part /  
Root Cause Description

3/25/2021 Civil Crew CCII Operator Error

CCII - March 25, 2021, While working on a Rule 20 project (taking overhead conductor underground), an underground civil crew 
foreman was using a pneumatic tool to install the second of two ground rods about eight feet from the riser pole. The foreman noticed 
smoke coming out of the manhole and a subsequent circuit lock‐out, so he immediately got out of the excavation, called an all‐stop, 
and informed the general foreman, who made appropriate notifications. The underground civil crew had a valid USA ticket in place. 
The line crew that responded to the incident determined the ground rod had been driven through an encased conduit bank that 
housed an energized 12 kV line; the ground rod struck the line and caused the circuit to lock out. There were no reported injuries.  

4/8/2021 Outside Crew CCII Operator Error

CCII - April 8, 2021, Two substation electricians were assigned to take clearances and apply personal grounds on a 33kV line that was 
scheduled to be cleared and grounded for a deteriorated pole replacement project. The 33kV switch rack where the electricians were 
working is a standard operating/transfer bus configuration. In the morning, the electricians successfully applied the 35‐foot 4/0 
personal grounds to a horizontal section of the overhead bus, approximately 20 feet in the air. At the end of the day, the electricians 
began the process of removing one of the grounds. One electrician positioned himself halfway up an 8‐foot A‐frame ladder to remove 
the ground using a 12‐foot grip‐all style hot stick, and the other electrician remained on the ground. The electrician removed the clam 
shell (clamp) of the personal ground from the bus, then vertically lowered the hot stick to the electrician on the ground. In the process 
of taking control of the hot stick with the personal ground attached, the electrician on the ground stepped back with one foot, lost his 
footing and lost control of the hot stick. The personal ground contacted the energized 33kV Transfer Bus lead, which caused a flash, 
tripped the Bus Tie 33kV circuit breaker, and de‐energized the Transfer Bus. The crew stopped work and made appropriate 
notifications. The electricians were able to regroup and complete the project without further incident.

4/28/2021 Outside Crew CCII Operator Error

CCII - April 28, 2021, After installation of a new 115kV line over a freeway (freeway crossing), a crew arrived on‐site to remove 10‐foot 
concrete K‐rail sections that had been set up to protect the job site from vehicle traffic. The crew consisted of the traffic control 
foreman, traffic control flagger, crane operator, oiler and flatbed truck driver. The foreman, oiler and crane operator discussed where 
to set up the crane, how to remove the K‐rails and the proximity of the powerlines. The oiler would also serve as the crane spotter. A 
70‐ton crane had been de‐rated to 40‐ton by having counterweights removed so it could be used for the job. To start removal of the K‐
rails on the west side of the freeway lanes, the crane operator staged the crane on the freeway shoulder, in proximity to the energized 
115kV conductors; the flat bed semi‐truck to haul away the K‐rails was staged on the east side of the crane. The crew rigged and began 
lifting the first K‐rail. As the crane operator boomed up and began to swing towards the flatbed, the crew heard three loud, 
consecutive “booms.” The oiler/spotter witnessed the crane’s front tire blow off the wheel hub assembly, and the crane operator 
witnessed a blue flash in the direction of the boom tip and the overhead 115kV line. The crew immediately called an ALL STOP, 
ensured everyone on‐site was accounted for and there were no injuries. The operator set the K‐rail back on the ground, retracted the 
boom to a safe stowed position and made appropriate notifications. As a precaution after the incident, the crane operator was 
medically evaluated; he did not sustain any injuries and was cleared for duty. The crane sustained damage on the top of the boom and 
the right front wheel hub and tire assembly. Minimum Approach Distance (MAD) to energized conductor for a non‐qualified electrical 
worker or crane is 15 feet. It was determined the crane must have been within 21 inches of the 115 kV energized conductor, which 
induced the arc flash. A qualified electrical worker (QEW) was not on‐site. The crane was not grounded.

Contractor Circuit Interruption Incidents
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Date Of 
Incident Occupation Type of Incident

Body Part /  
Root Cause Description

4/30/2021 Outside Crew CCII Equipment 
Failure

CCII - April 30, 2021, Following the replacement of underground cable from the east 16kV operating bus to the capacitor switcher, two 
substation operators (SO) received orders to return the #2 16kV capacitors to service. The cable crew was still on property, out of the 
switch rack. SO1 would perform the actual switching and SO2 would be the checker; both operators verified the switching program. 
When closing the second disconnect during switching, the operators heard some “spit” (electrical sound) different than normal and 
then also successfully closed the third bus disconnect. Following the switching, the cable crew heard a momentary crackling noise 
coming from the #2 16kv capacitor switcher area. The crew communicated this to the SOs, who went over to check the equipment and 
listen for themselves. However, the noise had stopped. Suspecting a possible blown fuse, the SOs verified the switcher semaphore as 
open, then checked the fuses for voltage; the fuses checked okay. The SOs and Transmission system operator (TSO) decided to clear 
the #2 16kV capacitors to further investigate.  After checking the #2 16kV switcher open, they proceeded to open the 16kV capacitor 
bus disconnects and when opening the first disconnect, a flash occurred. SO1 (performing the switching) fell to the ground. The 16kV 
operating bus and all associated circuits de‐energized for approximately 30 seconds. The TSO called the station, verified the SOs were 
okay and was given the substation status. The TSO implemented STOP work and halted any further switching then contacted his 
supervisor, communicating that there were still two bus disconnects closed to the #2 16 kV capacitors. It was determined the safest 
option would be to open the #1 bank 16kV CB and de‐energize the east 16kV operating bus, so the two remaining #2 16kV capacitor 
bus disconnects could be opened safely. This was accomplished without further incident. Preliminary findings indicated there was 
continuity on the B & C phase of the #2 16kV capacitor switcher while it was open. The capacitor switcher will be inspected.

6/3/2021 Exhibit A Page 5



Date Of 
Incident Occupation Type of Incident

Body Part /  
Root Cause Description

1/14/2021 Outside Crew Work Procedure 
Error

Operator Error

Work Procedure Error - January 14, 2021, A line crew was in the process of performing tie‐ins on streetlights when they inadvertently 
cut into a 600‐pair AT&T communications cable. The crew used a reciprocating saw (Sawzall) to window a facility assumed to be 
innerduct (CIC). Shortly after cutting into it, they noticed copper fibers coming out and realized they had in fact cut into a 600‐pair 
AT&T cable, causing damage to multiple services. No injuries resulted from the incident and the communications facility has since been 
repaired. Based on second‐hand information and supposition due to the appearance of subsurface installations at previous work 
locations, the crew assumed the 600‐pair AT&T cable was a CIC. This led the crew to cutting into the facility and ultimately led to the 
WPE.

2/15/2021 Outside Crew Property 
Damage

Operator Error

Property Damage - February 15, 2021, A groundman was attempting to back a 10‐wheel dump truck and vac trailer combination into 
the yard, adjacent to the Del Monte Substation (with a spotter), when the driver‐side front wheel came into contact with a 
transformer (T‐71925) inside of the adjacent yard. The contact caused damage to the transformer's radiator, causing oil to leak from 
the transformer (slow leak). The workers immediately placed buckets under the area of leakage and are capturing any/all oil. The crew 
Foreman immediately contacted his GF, Safety Representative, and PSC. During the investigation, it was discovered that the UFM had 
backed his crew truck, towing the dump trailer through the substation gates, utilizing a spotter. They then parked and dropped the 
dump trailer in the yard's rear, in front of a tilt deck trailer. The Foreman then pulled the crew truck out of the yard and parked it on 
Figueroa St. Once the Foreman completed that task, his groundman then maneuvered the 10‐wheeler, towing the vac trailer, and 
positioned the truck and trailer, so he could back in through the yard’s gate, utilizing a spotter. Due to the gate's narrow opening (11’‐
10"), the truck and trailer were pulled forward to reposition the trailer. While backing, the spotter, was checking both sides as the 
driver was reversing through the gate. Once the trailer successfully made it through the gate, the spotter, stationed at the rear of the 
trailer on the passenger side of the combination vehicle. As the driver watched his spotter through the passenger side mirror, he 
contacted the driver side front wheel and the step‐down pad‐mounted idle transformer (T‐71925) radiator, causing damage. Later, it 
was also discovered that the transformer had large cement barricades surrounding it. The Thursday before the incident (02/11/21), the 
Foreman decided to remove those barriers, so he would be able to fit additional pieces of equipment.

2/25/2021 Outside Crew Fallen from 
Elevation

Wood Pole 
Failure

Fallen From Elevation - February 25, 2021, A lineman was assigned the removal of service, cable TV, and phone cables off a property 
line pole in preparation to set a new pole. Before climbing the pole, the lineman performed a visual inspection and conducted a sound 
test using his hammer. The lineman ascended the pole, removed the service, and then descended to the phone and cable TV level. 
Once he detached the phone cable, the lineman felt the pole begin to lean to the south before continuing to slowly fall. The lineman 
was able to maneuver to the high side of the pole before the pole came to rest, when the arms touched the ground. The lineman was 
able to unbelt from his fall protection and step off the pole, onto the ground, without sustaining any injuries. 

3/9/2021 Outside Crew
Property 
Damage

Civilian Drunk 
Driver

Property Damage - March 9, 2021, A crew was tasked with a deteriorated pole replacement on a city street during a night outage. 
Traffic control crews set up an approved road closure on northbound lanes, which included message boards, arrow boards, barricades, 
cones and active flagging personnel. Traffic control flaggers directed the crew into their work location within the closed #1 and #2 
lanes. The semi tractor‐trailer with pole trailer was parked in front of the work area and occupied the #1 lane; a bucket truck was 
parked off‐set within the #2 lane behind the crew’s work area, which barricaded the work area for safety while conducting work. The 
crew completed their tailboard and, while awaiting their clearances, began framing the new structure on the ground. One of the 
flaggers identified a solo vehicle traveling northbound in the #2 lane at a high rate of speed toward the parked semi tractor‐trailer. 
Before the flagger could react, the third‐party driver proceeded through the barricaded road closure, continued in the #2 lane, then 
slowly started to swerve into the #1 lane where the driver collided head‐on into the front of the parked semi tractor‐trailer. A flagger 
and the crew secured the scene and tended to the third‐party driver. The other flagger contacted local authorities and the crew 
foreman contacted his management; all appropriate notifications were made. The third‐party driver was taken into custody for driving 
under the influence. The semi tractor‐trailer was towed away and red tagged out‐of‐service for full inspection. No worker injuries.

Contractor Other Incidents
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Date Of 
Incident Occupation Type of Incident

Body Part /  
Root Cause Description

3/30/2021 Outside Crew Close Call Equipment 
Failure

Equipment Failure - March 30, 2021, A groundman and general foreman (GF) were tasked with the delivery and pre‐set of a 500 kVA 
three‐phase padmount transformer to support a new business installation. Before leaving the yard, the GF conducted a tailboard to 
address job hazards (including equipment failure), the crew inspected the vehicle and tested the boom. The crew also conducted a pre‐
lift of the same size transformer to ensure all equipment was operating correctly and planned for tight conditions at the work location, 
including limited vehicle placement options. The crew arrived safely at the job location, held a second tailboard, and set up the vehicle 
so the transformer could be offloaded and moved to the passenger side, just to the front of the vehicle. The transformer weight was 
6,100 pounds, well within the lifting and angle capabilities of the boom. After lifting the transformer off the truck bed, the operator 
began to move the load towards the front of the truck. As the operator was nearing the location of the transformer placement, the 
sand line suddenly broke, which caused the transformer to fall onto the front fender of the vehicle and hit the ground. There were no 
personnel in proximity to the impact. The crew called an all‐stop, ensured all personnel were safe, assessed the situation, contained 
the transformer oil and hydraulic fluid leakage and contacted supervision. No injuries. All required notifications were made in a timely 
manner. 

4/12/2021 Outside Crew Close Call Pilot Error

Close Call - April 12, 2021, A helicopter arrived on‐site with a new 45’ pole tethered to the 50' long line used to transport the 
structure; the line crew on the ground safely received and guided the pole into the installed SONO tube. Then, without communicating 
to the ground crew or receiving the cut signal from the crew, the helicopter pilot released the load. When the crew became aware of 
the premature release, they immediately secured the new structure. The helicopter pilot continued to the designated landing zone 
(LZ), detached the 50' long line, hot fueled (fueled while aircraft is running) and proceeded back to the helicopter’s home base. The 
line crew had secured the pole with ropes, manually manipulated it into place, safely completed the installation, then returned to the 
LZ where they made appropriate notifications. No injuries.

4/21/2021 Outside Crew Property 
Damage

Operator Error

Property Damage - April 21, 2021,  A line crew was assigned to complete a wood pole replacement. The foreman conducted a 
tailboard prior to the start of work to discuss hazards and mitigations, visually inspected the pole and performed a sound test at both 
the base and four‐foot level of the pole to check integrity of the structure. The foreman decided it was safe to continue. A lineman 
boomed up to begin removing the span guys and primary conductors When he released a span guy (without first securing the pole), 
the wood pole broke below ground level and fell onto an adjacent residence. The crew conducted an ALL STOP, ensured site safety and 
made appropriate notifications. Upon further inspection of the pole (about four feet below ground level), a third‐party utility conduit 
bored through the middle of the pole was discovered. The third‐party conduit through the base of the wood pole is believed to have 
caused significant deterioration of the pole below grade. Property damage was sustained by the residence, the pole was removed 
safely from the home and damages will be repaired. No injuries.

5/6/2021 Outside Crew Helicopter 
Accident

Weather

Helicopter Accident - May 6, 2021, A crew was in the process of un‐clipping a static wire using a helicopter in a Class A external load 
configuration via skid platforms on either side, and was transporting linemen to tower structures. The helicopter took off from landing 
zone (LZ) to prepare for un‐clipping of the static wire with one lineman on the left‐hand skid platform. En route from the LZ to the first 
tower, the helicopter was struck by a dust devil, causing a loss of control. The pilot stated, “he maintained control to the best of his 
ability to land the helicopter,” resulting in a hard landing and a reportable accident per FAA regulations. No injuries were sustained by 
the pilot or the lineman.

5/28/2021 Outside Crew To Be 
Determined

To Be 
Determined

Pole Instability, Crew & Public Safety - May 28, 2021, SCE Leadership was recently made aware of several contractor resources, 
throughout the organization, were installing new anchors utilizing an anchor extension in place of the 10‐feet anchor rod. There are 
also indications that some contractors may have cut or altered the length of the 10‐feet anchor rod to shorten the depth at which it 
was buried. SCE is taking immediate action with the contractors to identify these structures and correct this issue in the field, in 
addition to requiring the contractors to perform internal fact finding and corrective action plans. This work practice creates a 
significant safety risk to our crews and to the public. To mitigate this risk, there are actions that our foreman, planners, and inspectors 
can take to identify this type of anchor installation in the field.
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Date Of 
Incident Occupation Type of Incident

Body Part /  
Root Cause Description

5/2/2021 Civil Crew Significant 
Injury

Electrocution

Significant Injury - May 2, 2021, Around 0100, a two‐man civil crew were electrocuted while providing civil support to a PG&E electric 
crew, in response to an emergency resulting from from a compromised pole. Preliminary investigation indicates the electrocution 
occurred when the PG&E digger derrick contacted an energized overhead conductor. The two employees are being observed and 
recovering at the Arroyo Grande Community Hospital.

Customer Accidents/Incidents
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Primary Hazard Focus: Fall Hazards & Prevention

WIRED FOR SAFETY
Topics, trends, known hazards and best practices for use in tailboards to help keep yourselves safe, in all lines of work.

Comments or questions? Contact ContractorSafety@sce.com

March 1, 2021

Talk about it:

Opportunities for Improvement

• Not using 100% fall protection
• Fall protection worn improperly or not properly anchored
• No ladder or fall restraint when working in elevated

position
• Fall protection not in good condition
• Climber not using two points of attachment when in

working position

This worker has a history of doing the right thing 
the right way…climbing and working safely.

HISTORY TELLS US

Is everyone clear on what 100% fall protection really means? 

1 of 4

Edison Field Safety observers found these opportunities 
for improvement.

SAFETY OBSERVATIONS

April 2020 to now

The “one time” you don’t do something may be the 
most important time you should have done it. You’ve 
got your routine, your process, the program/policy/procedure or 
technique, your checklist, your personal thought process –
whatever combination it is that prompts you to take the step(s) 
necessary to provide the best or safest outcome. Then…the one 
time you don’t inspect your PPE, double check that tie-in, that 
knot, those ladder feet, that anchor point, that next spot you’ll 
step to…or the one time you don’t resist the urge to lean out a 
little farther without repositioning to accomplish the task…you 
get the idea. So what’s behind that “one time” of not doing it?

Sometimes it seems easier, faster or more convenient to just 
climb over the obstacle to get to the other side. Sometimes 
tying-off or getting a spotter to hold the ladder might seem to 
take too long for what we “know” will be a quick task. How 
about the assumption, “my fall protection was fine yesterday, it’ll 
be fine today.” Then there’s, “fall protection isn’t required 
because this elevation is just under the requirement. I’m
good.” And aren’t there times we think to ourselves, “I know how to ascend and descend this fence/ladder/roof and how to 
balance on my own to keep from falling”? Of course there are MANY of you who already choose the safer route for yourself and 
those around you. You already do the right thing for the right reasons. For those of us who have given in to those faster or lazier 
options (yes, lazier), we’ve got to change our ways…and the time is now. Because, as a whole - all of us - we can do better. Can’t 
we? Of course, in the moment, the options we utilize all boil down to attitude and personal choice. That may be an unpopular 
statement, but it’s true.

This becomes obvious when a crew member asks for a backer or spotter and gets ribbed for it because others think it’s 
unnecessary. Or when a foreman is questioned about holding up the job until additional support or the right 
tools/material/equipment arrive to truly get the job done safely. And when a newbie is unfamiliar with a vehicle or piece of 
equipment or a seasoned veteran just needs a refresher but neither will ask because they don’t want to look lame. And what 
about the lone ranger who tries using three-way communication but whose callouts are met with crickets? Then, there’s the crew 
member who is met with disinterest when making the effort to engage in a meaningful tailboard or who asks if there is an 
alternative method of performing the task. 

Knowing the work and the technical aspects of the job is only half the battle. Don’t you want to look yourself in the mirror, look 
your spouse, crew members, friends, significant other, parent or kids in the eye and know that today you made the best choices 
you could in order to take care of yourself and your co-workers so you could get home, live your life, do the things you enjoy 
and wake up tomorrow to do it all again? It is within your grasp – the choice is yours.

Current SCE COVID-19 
Contractor Protocols are 
included in this edition

COVID-19 UPDATE
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Safety Bulletin
Switched Capacitor Banks

This Safety Bulletin is to communicate proper operating steps to deenergize switched capacitor 
banks to prevent flash events for SCE workers.

Technical Support
Contact your local apparatus crew for support related to proper operating steps to deenergize switched capacitor banks.

ContractorSafety@sce.com

For additional questions, please contact your Field Safety Advisor. 

Background

Capacitor banks are well known for their dangerous reaction when the proper operating steps are NOT taken. Based on past switched capacitor 
events, failure to follow established operating procedures can result in flash events and serious injuries. In order to avoid potential hazards 
associated with capacitor banks, this bulletin addresses the required operating steps and unique work practices required to keep our teams safe. 

Review the required steps to deenergize overhead switched 
capacitor banks
Before starting the task to deenergize an overhead switched capacitor bank, it’s 
important to review the required steps including notifying the substation, taking 
NTOs, and identifying the required AR/FR clothing and PPE – either in a tailboard 
or self-tailboard. If you are unclear about the required steps, refer to the DOM. 
Here are the basic operating requirements.

1. Conduct a visual inspection
Before you deenergize an overhead switched capacitor bank, do a visual
inspection for electrical or mechanical damage. This includes any potential
hazards such as holes in tank, broken bushings, and flashover burn marks.

2. Confirm or place controller in local, manual, and open position
Remove control fuse after the switches have been opened. Leave control in
LOCAL and MANUAL until all work is completed on the pole.

3. Verify the switches have opened
This is achieved by checking that the manual operation handles are in the OPEN
position (see image to right).

4. Verify no current with amp meter
Use an amp meter to confirm there’s no current flow in all 3 phases. This will
verify that all switches have opened properly.
• If current is NOT present: open the capacitor fuses with a fuse stick
• If current IS present: open the capacitor fuses with a loadbuster tool

CAUTION: Even with the switches in the OPEN position, all capacitor bank 
components must be treated as energized at full-rated voltage potential, until 
properly isolated and grounded.

Resources
For detailed information on the required operating steps to deenergize a switched capacitor bank, please review the following resources. Updates 
will be made to clarify the required use of an amp meter before opening any fuses on a switched capacitor.

• DOM CA 2
• APM 215 Capacitors
• APM 317 Capacitors
• APM 233 No Test Orders Shall be Taken During Distribution Arc Flash Hazardous Activities
• Distribution Arc Flash Manual

OPEN switch 
handle
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Primary Hazard Focus: Wood Pole Hazards

WIRED FOR SAFETY
Topics, trends, known hazards and best practices for use in tailboards to help keep yourselves safe, in all lines of work.

Comments or questions? Contact ContractorSafety@sce.com

March 15, 2021

Ask yourself:

HISTORY TELLS US

Have I performed a thorough inspection and confirmed it is safe to ascend this 
structure?

1 of 4

No observation data on this topic but after observing these incident images, we are reminded of the critical role 
testing requirements play in keeping our workforce from harm. 

SAFETY OBSERVATIONS

Strength, integrity, not being easily swayed and the ability to withstand changes in stress are not 
just great personal character traits, they are on the short list of key safety characteristics to confirm before 
climbing wood structures.

However, as you read through this edition, keep in mind that although we’ve highlighted wood pole hazards, 
test and inspection requirements apply across the board to every work type in one way or another.

For example, handling chemically treated poles, performing visual, sound or intrusive inspections, checking 
for pole tags/brands, looking for a path around shell rot (if there is one), learning to climb on the high side of 
a pole, ensuring conductors don’t slap together as the pole shakes while you climb it and knowing when a 
structure is just plain unsafe to climb may be most relevant to wood poles but…

Before climbing a tree, one performs an inspection of the roots and overall integrity of the tree, visually 
inspecting for tree rot, splits and if the ground around the tree is undisturbed. Before climbing a tower or 
steel pole, one performs an inspection for issues such as rust and a sound foundation. Before climbing on 
equipment, a visual inspection is critical to determine your path and other risks. And, let’s not forget about 
testing requirements associated with any of these.

So, consider how you might apply this information in what you do because whether you perform work on 
the ground, aloft, in the air or underground, following the rules of test and inspection may just one day save 
your life or the life of a crew member.

Actual incident images
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WIRED FOR SAFETY
Topics, trends, known hazards and best practices for use in tailboards to help keep yourselves safe, in all lines of work.
Primary Hazard Focus: Distracted Driving

March 31, 2021

Comments or questions? Contact ContractorSafety@sce.com

Ask yourself:

1 of 3

• Lost in thought/daydreaming
• Conversing with or looking at other

occupant
• By a moving object in vehicle

(includes dropped object, moving pet,
insect, cargo.)

• While talking or listening to cell
phone (includes “hands-
free”/Bluetooth)

• While manipulating cell phone
(dialing or text messaging on cell
phone or any wireless e-mail device;
any manual button/control actuation
on phone qualifies)

• While adjusting audio and/or climate
controls (A/C, heater, using the radio,
cassette or CD mounted in vehicle

• While using other
component/controls integral to
vehicle (navigational devices,
adjusting headlamps, interior lights,
controlling windows, door locks,
mirrors, seats, steering wheels)

• While using or reaching for device/
object brought into vehicle

• Distracted by outside person, object,
or event

• Eating or drinking or actively related
to these actions

• Smoking or activity related to
smoking

Actions attributed to “Driver 
Distracted-By” crashes

HISTORY TELLS US

Distracted driving: any activity that diverts
attention from driving, including talking or texting on 
your phone, eating and drinking, talking to people in 
your vehicle, fiddling with the stereo, entertainment or 
navigation system - anything that takes your attention 
away from the task of safe driving.1

3,142 People killed by distracted 
driving in 2019

Being behind the wheel of thousands of pounds of steel in motion is a big 
responsibility. The curb weight (the weight without the driver, passengers, or 
any cargo) of average vehicles from small size cars to large trucks or SUVs is 
roughly 2,600 - 6,600 pounds, respectively. Add in passengers and cargo plus 
anything you might be towing and the total payload you are driving around 
increases substantially. Now imagine all that weight moving at even a slow 
speed and running into a child in the parking lot…or traveling at a speed of 45 
mph and drifting into a work zone, crosswalk, bike lane or coming to a sudden 
stop – how would that end up? How about all that weight moving at 70 mph 
and unexpectedly swerving or slamming into something or someone, whether 
in a traffic lane or shoulder of the freeway? What about misjudging a turn or 
not being able to avoid something because you weren’t watching? All this and 
worse happens every day due to distracted driving. 

As many communities – and schools - start to re-open and more people return 
to the road, it’s quite possible drivers will:

1. Need to reacquaint themselves with traffic, including braking distance and
their vehicle in relationship to other vehicles.

2. Return to poor driving habits, including the myth of multi-tasking while
driving.

As responsible drivers, we can adopt safe driving habits such as looking up 
directions before we leave and pulling over somewhere safe when we need to 
re-route, choosing to hold-off reading a message until we reach our destination 
– is it really THAT important that we know what it says RIGHT NOW? Consider
setting the auto-reply for text messages, indicating you are driving and will
return the message when you can. How about not driving drowsy or taking a
few minutes to park and eat that meal on the run instead of eating and driving
with our elbows or knees? Maybe we put the effort into properly securing cargo
or at least try to minimize shifting BEFORE we get on the road? They may seem
impractical now but if you play out potential scenarios, in hindsight they’ll stand
out as the best choices that would have required just a bit more effort to avoid
a situation…and all within our control.

Would I want to drive in front of, behind or next to someone with my driving habits?

No observation data on this topic but check out this information on distracted driving. 
SAFETY OBSERVATIONS

1National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
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WIRED FOR SAFETY
Topics, trends, known hazards and best practices for use in tailboards to help keep yourselves safe, in all lines of work.
Primary Hazard Focus: Distracted Driving

March 31, 2021

Comments or questions? Contact ContractorSafety@sce.com 3 of 3

Think about it! In the scenario of “being worried about other drivers” when we are out on the road, WE ARE 
the other drivers to someone else. This means we have a responsibility not only to ourselves but to others when 
we are behind the wheel. 

Driving is a task that requires total brain power. Multitasking is a myth because when we allow our attention to 
be diverted even momentarily, it results in things like fragmented thinking, impaired judgement and reduced 
reaction time. 

Visit drivedifferent.com for complete information on 
the Smith5Keys or Smith System Driver Training

Key 5. Make Sure They See You
Seek eye contact by using the warning devices on your 
vehicle.

Key 1. Aim High In Steering
Look ahead a minimum of 15 seconds.

Key 3. Keep Your Eyes Moving
Keep your eyes moving every 2 seconds. Scan all 
intersections before entering them.

Key 2. Get the big picture
4-second minimum following distance. Scan mirrors
every 5-8 seconds.

Key 4. Leave Yourself an Out
Surround yourself with space.

The Smith5Keys are designed 
to provide drivers with the 
knowledge and skills to 
create three important things 
while driving:
• Space to maneuver their vehicle

away from conflict
• Visibility to detect danger and the

potential for conflict with another
vehicle or fixed object early

• Time to react to volatile and
complex driving environments

Test Your Knowledge
1. When driving, we must stay aware as our _______________________ and ______________________ to other vehicles change.
2. Driving requires total brain power and every bit of ________________ _______________ capacity we have.
3. Taking our eyes off the road dramatically reduces our ________________ ________.
4. Driver inattention is the leading factor in most crashes and near crashes within the last ________ _______________ before

the crash.
5. Even the use of __________ _________________ with a cell phone is considered distracting the driver.
6. Parental involvement doesn't end when a child gets a license. Teen drivers who continue to practice with ________

__________________increase their chances of avoiding a crash

Answers: 1. surroundings, relationship 2. problem solving 3.reaction time 4.three seconds 5. voice commands 6. their parents 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Ask yourself:
Am I modeling safe driving habits for the young people in my life?

Exhibit B
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Stop. Slow. Detour. Merge. Peoples' lives are often interrupted when we do 
our collective part to control all that we can on or around a jobsite. We do it 
because the work being performed puts the public and our crews at risk. It’s 
your job. It’s the right thing to do. It’s in everyone’s best interest. So, it can be 
frustrating that given all those things, something still goes wrong … but when 
you factor in the human element – it all makes sense.

Many drivers are annoyed by disruption to their route. Other drivers simply 
don't pay enough attention to the road. Exceeding the posted speed limit 
through a work zone is a more common occurrence than most people realize. 
Motorists or cyclists going through the cone zone is also very common. And, of 
course, no one ever seems to appreciate the design or safety implications of 
good temporary traffic control (TTC) or the effort that goes into it.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports the number of fatal work-related injuries 
at road construction sites averaged 123 deaths per year from 2003-2017. 

The Federal Highway Administration surveyed drivers just after driving through 
a worksite to learn their perspective and understanding of the situation. Here 
are some highlights of what they found: 

• 2 out of 10 drivers did not see the flagger at all
• 1 out of 10 who DID see the flagger, had no idea what they were trying to

communicate
• 1 out of 10 said they did not understand what the signs meant
• 1 out of 10 drivers said they saw the speed limit, but drove faster anyway

So, up to 50% of drivers passing through a typical work zone may have no idea 
what is going on, know how to react, or choose not to comply with work zone 
requirements! Third-party driver behavior is not under your control when you 
are on the jobsite, which is why each of us must make safety a priority for 
ourselves and our crew.

Use proper procedure. Wear appropriate PPE. Be alert with every task. Do all 
you can do to avoid an incident. No one can ask more than that. 

Talk about it:

Number of 
Observations

Top Opportunities for 
Improvement

51 Crew has a traffic control plan 
onsite (if required)

Here’s what Edison Field Safety observers are seeing

• How can we position vehicles to act
as barriers around our work area?

• How can we plan ahead to access
tools/material in a restricted
environment?

• How can we prepare for the
unexpected? Like a third-party driver
losing control?

• What are the lighting requirements
for flaggers’ stations if we’re working
in the dark?

• Have crew members responsible for
TTC or acting as flaggers today been
trained according to standards?

• What is the importance of facing
oncoming traffic when in or around
the cone zone, or being a flagger?

• What is the best method of
communication for our flaggers?

• How much space can we leave
between our vehicle and the cones
for a walking path?

• Did we define our traffic control plan?
Merge lanes? Divert traffic around our
work area? Use stop/slow paddles?

• If one of our flaggers encounters a
hostile driver, what is our protocol?

• How will we warn each other if a
vehicle is in or is going to enter the
work zone?

Be intentional about your 
safety … you can’t count on 
anyone else to do it for you.

SAFETY OBSERVATIONS

April 2020 to now

CATTCH – CA Temporary Traffic Control Handbook

HISTORY TELLS US

What are our escape routes?

Primary Hazard Focus: Work Area Protection

WIRED FOR SAFETY April 14, 2021
Topics, trends, known hazards and best practices for use in tailboards to help keep yourselves safe, in all lines of work.

Comments or questions? Contact ContractorSafety@sce.com 1 of 5

Check out page 4 for 
Field Safety observer comments on 

crews that met or exceeded
work area protection expectations

SCE Pedestrian Traffic Control Manual
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Warmer weather is finally here and as we begin to move about a 
little more freely, so do snakes. This is their time of year to 
officially emerge from brumation (a dormant period for reptiles). So, 
as the weather warms up, we must remember snakes are a potential 
hazard in many – and sometimes unexpected – places. And 
remember that although they are a threat to us, it is likely because 
they themselves feel threatened. Put yourself in their place for a 
moment…for awhile now they’ve been holed-up, conserving energy 
and are now frequently coming up for air, warmth and food. If 
suddenly your habitat was in jeopardy or you were stepped on, 
wouldn’t you posture or lash out in your defense? Remember that 
perspective as you are walking through brush, assessing your PPE 
for a job (snake guards, anyone?), working in people’s yards and 
moving material or equipment.
This goes for our families, too! With more people than ever utilizing 
their yards and neighborhoods during warmer periods of the day, 
finding the perfect hide-and-seek spot, exploring that rock pile, 
going in and out of the house or finally getting to the clean-up 
project on the side of the house or in the yard may mean we are 
unknowingly disrupting a snake’s living space (spiders and insects, 
too!). 
Thankfully in the field the trend in recent years has been one of 
close calls rather than actual bites, which means much of the time 
we follow tips like those provided in this document to help keep us 
safe. So as you and your crews soldier on out there, remember that 
beyond washing your hands and not touching your face, your 
vigilance against other lurking threats is a must. Be safe. 

Talk about it:

Popular Areas For
Snake Encounters

• Walking in switch yard
• Walking in high desert area
• Working in or around material piles
• Walking in mountainous area
• Trenches, enclosures and underground structures
• Performing weed abatement
• Remote areas/high grass
• Wheel wells and under vehicles

• In addition to our work boots
(sturdy ones), should we wear
snake guards?

• If we need to walk through or
around tall grass, weeds or heavy
underbrush to access our work,
what extra precautions do we
agree to take?

• Did we cover roles and
responsibilities in our tailboard so
we’re prepared in the event of an
emergency?

• How are we prepared to deal with
spiders, bees and other biting or
stinging insects?

• Before reaching or stepping…can
I SEE where I am
stepping/reaching into? If not,
what should I do?

• Stay calm, if bitten by a snake.
Really?! Yes, you want to keep
your heartbeat as low as possible
in order to keep the venom
localized. Tell yourself to stay
calm. Breathe. Get help.

10 close calls with snakes 
and 1 struck-by since 2018. 
Be on the lookout as 
snakes emerge.

HISTORY TELLS US

Primary Hazard Focus: Snakes

WIRED FOR SAFETY April 28, 2021
Topics, trends, known hazards and best practices for use in tailboards to help keep yourselves safe, in all lines of work.

Comments or questions? Contact ContractorSafety@sce.com 1 of 3

If no one else brings up this topic in the tailboard, will you?

SAFETY OBSERVATIONS
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1018. Snake Bites
a. Definition

The rattlesnake is the only poisonous snake found in our service territory. It is important to be
able to identify the snake if a bite occurs. Victims have been known to go to great extremes for
treatment when the snake was not even poisonous.

b. Symptoms
All reactions from snakebites are aggravated by
acute fear and anxiety. Rattlesnake bites may
show some of the following symptoms:

• Extreme pain at bite location (with the exception
• of the Mojave Rattlesnake).
• One or more puncture wounds from the fangs.
• Rapid swelling.
• Discoloration of the skin.
• General weakness, numbness or tingling.
• Rapid pulse and shortness of breath.
• Nausea and vomiting.
• Blurred vision.
• Shock.

c. First Aid
Immediate care is absolutely necessary.

Call Emergency Medical Services (911 or follow site specific instructions) immediately, to secure
transportation to the nearest hospital as soon as possible.

1. Keep the victim lying down and immobilized, if possible. Remove any constricting jewelry
such as rings, bracelets to reduce complications that could arise if rapid swelling occurs.

2. Do not apply ice or any other cooling agent to the bite.
3. Wash the bite with soap and water, if available.
4. Use a pen to mark the time and border of advancing edema (swelling) every 15 minutes to

help medical personnel estimate the severity of the bite.
5. Do not give any liquids or food.
6. Treat the victim for shock. If possible, keep the bitten area lower than the level of the heart.
7. Comfort the victim until the arrival of trained medical personnel. If you must transport the

victim, be sure the victim is transported with the bitten area immobilized. Keep the victim in
a comfortable position, lying on his/her back if possible. Position injury at level of heart and
further movement should be directed by a physician.

8. Snakebite kits are no longer recommended by leading authorities on snake bite care and
should not be used.

9. Attempt to identify or obtain specific characteristic description of the snake, if you can do so
without endangering yourself or the victim.

Comments or questions? Contact ContractorSafety@sce.com 3 of 3

FOR YOUR REFERENCE

Think about it:
How can we protect ourselves against snakes when working remotely?

Topics, trends, known hazards and best practices for use in tailboards to help keep yourselves safe, in all lines of work.
WIRED FOR SAFETY April 28, 2021

Primary Hazard Focus: Snakes

EXCERPT: SCE Accident Prevention Manual, Rule 1018
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SAFETY ALERT

Prolonged exposure to heat and humidity can make you sick, whether you’re outside in the 
heat of the day, or inside in a hot working environment. Put a stop to heat illness by taking 
good preventive care and quickly addressing symptoms.

TAKING ACTION 
TO KEEP OUR 

WORKERS SAFE

Hot Weather

If you need additional information, contact your Field Safety Advisor, Edison 
Representative or ContractorSafety@sce.com

Heat Illness Prevention
• Pack ample water supply and drink 3-4 cups of water every hour to stay hydrated; avoid

caffeinated, sugary and/or energy drinks
• Take a minimum 5-minute break in the shade when you feel it is necessary to protect yourself

from overheating
• In temperatures above 80°F, an EZ-up must be set up at the work site (or equivalent shade

identified)
• Wear sunscreen and use PPE tools (hard hat shades, neck bandanas, etc.)
• Report symptoms or feelings of heat stress to your supervisor
• Monitor fellow employees often while working in high temperatures
• Get regular updates about the weather conditions

If you or a co-worker experiences heat illness or stress, administer first aid described below.

Symptoms of Heat Illness
• Nausea, dizziness, paleness, headache
• Thirst, fatigue and irritability
• Excessive sweating or no sweating
First Aid for Heat Illness
• Move victim to a cool location with shade
• Loosen tight clothing
• Apply ice packs to the forehead, wrist, underarms and behind the neck
• If the victim is conscious, give him/her water
• Do not give liquids to an unconscious or semi-conscious person
• Call for medical assistance if the employee does not improve
Additional Precautions for COVID-19
• Choose a face covering that is lightweight, minimizes neck and head coverage but covers the nose

and mouth as required
• Take extra breaks in cool shaded areas or the air-conditioned interior of the truck or building and

continue to practice physical distancing
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What do we mean when we say heat “illness?“ As defined by Cal OSHA, heat 
illness means “a serious medical condition resulting from the body's inability to 
cope with a particular heat load, and includes heat cramps, heat exhaustion, 
heat syncope and heat stroke.” Wow. 
So, if you are from SoCal, you have a chance to gradually acclimate to the 
warmer weather  – it’s not a stark change for you. But what about those from 
cooler climates or varying warm weather patterns? According to Cal OSHA, 
“Personal risk factors for heat illness” means factors such as an individual's age, 
degree of acclimatization, health, water consumption, alcohol consumption, 
caffeine consumption, and use of prescription medications that affect the 
body's water retention or other physiological responses to heat.” That’s a lot to 
consider, but if you’ve spent any time in the field, you know your Heat Illness 
Prevention Plan will help you address all of that and more. 
But let’s talk about acclimatization for a minute. According to the Department of 
Industrial Relations, “Acclimatization is a process in which the body adjusts to 
increased heat exposure. The body needs time to adapt when working in hotter 
environments. Employees are more likely to develop heat illness if not allowed 
or encouraged to take it easy when a heat wave strikes or when starting a job 
that newly exposes them to heat. Acclimatization is fully achieved in most 
people within 4 to 14 days of regular work following at least 2 hours per day in 
the heat.

In fully acclimatized individuals, sweating starts faster and the sweat carries less 
salt and other minerals out of the body. As a result, by sweating more efficiently 
the body cools down faster. Also there is less demand on the heart and 
cardiovascular system. For the reasons given above, being fully acclimatized can 
decrease the risk of heat illness and unsafe acts...”
“To minimize the risk of heat illness, encourage employees to report to their 
supervisors if they have:

• Returned to work after an absence
• Recently been working in cool climate and are just now starting work in a

warm or hot climate
• Had a change in their work activities, locations or conditions”

Your work is already taxing enough. So, please…when it comes to preventing 
heat illness, listen to your body. 

Talk about it:

SYMPTOMS OF
HEAT EXHAUSTION

• Elevated heart rate
• Nausea
• Profuse sweating
• Dehydration
• Feeling overheated
• Chest pain

• Headache
• Faint/dizziness
• Collapse
• Body cramps
• Vomiting

• What additional hazards do we face
since we are working in extreme
temperatures? What’s our plan to
overcome them?

• Is everyone clear on opportunities to
take a break from wearing your facial
covering?

• Any hot weather PPE that’s
appropriate to use in addition to our
required PPE?

• Are we using all our hot weather
PPE? Sunglasses, cooling pads, full
brim sun shields, cotton sun shields,
sweatbands?

• Is everyone on the job familiar with
the signs of heat illness and what to
do if we see or experience them?

• Do we agree we’ll take smaller,
frequent breaks in high
temperatures?

• Is anyone recovering from an illness?
If so, are they properly re-hydrating
and can safely return to work?

• Are we prepared with ample shade
like an EZ-up, if the temperature is at
80 degrees or higher?

• Are the ice chests full? Are we
prepared with the minimum amount
of water required per worker? Extra
water available?

• Any crew members not acclimated to
working in high heat conditions?  
How will they be monitored? 

Can’t control the weather, 
but you can control how you 
prepare for it.

HISTORY TELLS US

Primary Hazard Focus: Heat Illness Prevention

WIRED FOR SAFETY May 12, 2021
Topics, trends, known hazards and best practices for use in tailboards to help keep yourselves safe, in all lines of work.

Comments or questions? Contact ContractorSafety@sce.com 1 of 3

SAFETY OBSERVATIONS

Instead of breaking down, how about taking more frequent breaks?
Exhibit B



What you can do during this STOP WORK

Acceptable alternatives, while using Immediate Pause 
and Peer check, to operate a pole switch:
– Use appropriate FRE, including climbers
– Secure a Baker Board or Portable Pole Working

Platform

Unacceptable alternatives to operate pole switch:
– Standing on a truck bumper, bin, cab, or bed
– An unsecured ladder
– Any other method that is not safe or approved

Before starting work, always remember to inspect your 
equipment for damage and proper fit Remember it is always a 

good practice to ensure 
your emergency contact 
information is updated.

Safety Alert | STOP WORK
A recent Transmission event on May 2 calls for an immediate action to 
STOP WORK on the use of temporary pole steps on wood poles 

We are taking action to keep our workers safe – until 
further notice, temporary pole steps on wood poles 
shall not be used.

After T&D Construction Methods and Engineering 
perform an evaluation to better understand the hazards 
and mitigations, additional guidance will be provided on 
next steps.

Thank you for your cooperation and owning your safety, 
if you have questions or comments, please contact your 
supervisor, field safety advisor or Edison Representative.

– Pole – Climbers/gaffs – FRE belt and harness

ContractorSafety@sce.com │ May 2021Exhibit B
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Southern California Edison COVID-19 Contractor Protocols 

CONTRACTOR AND ITS SUBCONTRACTORS SHALL ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING 

REQUIREMENTS WHEN ENTERING/WORKING AN SCE FACILITY/OFFICE LOCATION 

Teleworking 

• Employees who can work remotely shall telework. If a teleworking employee needs to physically enter an SCE facility,

they shall, to the best of their ability, avoid visiting the location at the same time as the employees who work there.

Common Areas 

• Only one person should be allowed in common areas at a time, and they should minimize time spent there.

• Common areas are defined as crew rooms, in-door prefab areas, trailers, locker rooms, kitchens/break rooms, offices,

conference rooms, etc.

• A single individual from a crew should be designated to pick up B-material, drop off paperwork, and obtain any tools

that are needed while following COVID-19 safety protocols (mask, physical distancing, etc.).

• The employees should sanitize the area before and after usage, while also following COVID-19 safety protocols.

Ice Machines 

• There are a select few people who are identified to obtain ice on behalf of the SCE crews. These individuals will take

additional precautions when accessing the ice machines. Contractors and subcontractors are prohibited from using SCE

ice machines and will need to provide their own ice for their crews.

Restrooms 

• SCE has ordered additional portable restroom/wash stations for the service centers and laydown yards. SCE Crews are

assigned to specific portable restroom/wash stations, to minimize crew interactions and potential cross-contamination.

Contractors and subcontractors should check with SCE on-site leadership on which restroom is best for third party

utilization at the service centers and laydown yards.

Overall Hygiene 

• Limit sharing of workspaces, apparatus, material, or tools. If they will be handled by more than one person, they should

be cleaned before and after use, if safe to do so.

• Sanitize vehicles and equipment before and after use on site.

Physical Distancing 

Remain at least six feet away from others, to the fullest extent possible, including during break and lunch periods. This 

includes avoiding handshakes and other physical contact and sharing devices. 

• The six-foot minimum distancing requirement applies to all spaces in company facilities, including elevators,

stairwells, hallways, conference rooms, individual offices, breakrooms, restrooms, cafeterias, and parking lots. You

should follow any posted signage or guidelines related to spacing, movement, or entrance and exit routes at company

facilities.

Facial Coverings 

All individuals must wear acceptable facial coverings while at an SCE facility (e.g., N95, surgical, 2-layer gaiter, or 3-layer cloth 

facial covering that meets operational safety requirements and is able to cover both the nose and mouth without restricting 

breathing. Bandanas, single-layer gaiters, and balaclavas are not acceptable facial coverings. 

Facial coverings are always required in: 

• Common areas (e.g., in breakrooms, restrooms, elevators, stairwells, cafeterias, hallways, conference rooms,

fitness centers, locker rooms, entering and exiting buildings, moving around the facility, etc.)Office or

workstations, or when another person is present in the office or workstation

• Shared workstations, offices, or cubicles

Facial covering are not required in: 

• Meal periods while remaining at least six feet away from others

• Work areas when working alone, outside of common areas where employees are able to perform their work while

remaining six (6) feet away from others

• Vehicles when traveling alone

Exhibit C
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Prior to Entering an SCE Facility, Contractor Laydown yard, etc., all Contractors shall follow the following procedures: 

• Badged contractors must complete a daily screening using the wellness app at the start of each workday/shift 

prior to entering any SCE facility/office/field locations  

• Un-badged contractors must submit a visitor questionnaire form daily, prior to the entering any SCE-

controlled facility/office/field locations/laydown yards (Insert link)  

• If a contractor answers “Yes” to any of the questions regarding having COVID-19 symptoms or having 

contact with an individual with COVID-19 symptoms, the contractor must stay home and not report to 

work.  The contractor company shall follow the requirements under the Section PRESUMED 

OR/CONFIRMED TO HAVE COVID-19 
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Southern California Edison COVID 19 Contractor Protocols 

 

CONTRACTOR ITS SUBCONTACTORS SHALL ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS 

WHEN WORKING WITHIN AN SCE SUBSTATION   
 

Prior to entering an SCE substation, all contractor or subcontractor employees must follow the procedures listed under 

the section entitled “Requirements When Entering/Working an SCE Facility/Office Location” along with the 

requirements identified below.  

 

Physical Distancing  

When at a substation, manned or un-manned, employees shall maintain a physical distance of six feet away from others 

whenever possible, including during break and lunch periods. This includes avoiding handshakes, sharing devices (e.g., 

phones, laptops, or tablets), and any physical contact.   

 

Facial Covering 

When in a substation, employees shall use an approved facial covering (e.g., N95, surgical, 2-layer gaiter, or 3-layer 

cloth facial covering that is able to cover both the nose and mouth without restricting breathing and meeting operational 

safety requirements) consistent with the safety requirements of your job. This includes utilizing Arc Rated (AR) 

coverings when working within the arc flash boundary. However, a face covering does not replace required facial 

personal protective equipment per the Arc Flash Manuals, which must always be followed. Bandanas, single-layer 

gaiters, and balaclavas are not acceptable facial coverings. 

 

Employees may also momentarily remove, but promptly replace their facial covering if the facial covering is restricting 

communication. When momentarily removing any facial covering, employees shall always adhere to the six-foot 

distancing requirement.  

 

Facial coverings are always required in: 

• Common areas (e.g., in breakrooms, restrooms, elevators, stairwells, cafeterias, hallways, conference rooms, 

fitness centers, locker rooms, entering and exiting buildings, moving around the facility, etc.) 

• Office or workstations, or when another person is present in the office or workstation 

• Shared workstations, offices, or cubicles 

• Substation facilities around other employees 

• An open vehicle such as a forklift, golf cart or UTV 

• Substation buildings such as a MEERs, crew facilities, or office buildings when others may enter or be 

present 

• Any location during job walks 

• Vehicles when travelling with others 

 

Facial coverings are not required in: 

• Meal periods while remaining at least six feet away from others 

• Work areas when working alone, outside of common areas where employees are able to perform their work 

while remaining six (6) feet away from others 

• Vehicles when traveling alone 
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Southern California Edison COVID 19 Contractor Protocols 

CONTRACTOR AND ITS SUBCONTRACTORS SHALL ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING 

REQUIREMENTS WHEN WORKING OUTSIDE COMPANY FACILITIES (E.G., IN THE FIELD)  

Wellness Screening 

Prior to performing any work for SCE, contractor and subcontractor employees are required to follow CDC guidelines 

for Wellness Screenings (CDC Guidelines) . 

Physical Distancing 

When at a worksite, customer facility, or non-Company facility to conduct work, employees shall remain six feet away 

from others whenever possible, including during break and lunch periods. This includes avoiding handshakes, sharing 

of devices (e.g., phones, laptops, or tablets), and any physical contact.   

Facial Covering 

When in the field, employees shall use an approved facial covering (N95, surgical, 2-layer gaiter, or 3-layer cloth facial 

covering that is able to cover both the nose and mouth without restricting breathing and meeting operational safety 

requirements) consistent with the safety requirements of your job. This includes utilizing Arc Rated (AR) coverings 

when working within the arc flash boundary. However, a facial covering does not replace required facial personal 

protective equipment per the Arc Flash Manuals, which must always be followed.  Bandanas, single-layer gaiters, and 

balaclavas are not acceptable facial coverings. 

Employees may also momentarily remove, but promptly replace their facial covering if the facial covering is restricting 

communication. When momentarily removing any facial covering, employees shall always adhere to the six-foot 

distancing requirement.  

Facial coverings are always required in: 

• Public when working around other employees (e.g., tailboards, pre-construction meetings, in a bucket).

• Operating an open vehicle such as a forklift, golf cart or UTV while on Edison or customer property

• Communications with customers

• Working on customer or Edison’s property

• Public common areas (e.g., in breakrooms, restrooms, elevators, stairwells, cafeterias, hallways, conference

rooms, fitness centers, locker rooms, entering and exiting buildings, moving around the facility, etc.)

• An open vehicle such as a forklift, golf cart or UTV on Edison or customer property, or in public

• Any location during job walks

• Vehicles when travelling with others

Facial coverings are not required in: 

• Meal periods while remaining at least six feet away from others

• Work areas when working alone, outside of common areas where employees are able to perform their work while

remaining six (6) feet away from others

• Vehicles when traveling alone

Exhibit C
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Southern California Edison COVID 19 Contractor Protocols 

 

CONTRACTOR AND ITS SUBCONTRACTORS SHALL ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIREMENTS WHEN AN EMPLOYEE HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS A PRESUMED POSITIVE OR 

CONFIRMED POSITIVE WITH COVID-19  

 

When a contractor or subcontractor’s employee is presumed positive with COVID-19, based on their symptoms, or confirmed to 

have COVID-19 by a positive test, contractor’s representative shall notify the Edison Representative as soon as possible but no 

later than one day after the employee is presumed or confirmed to have COVID-19.  Additionally, the contractor representative is 

required to submit a COVID-19 Contractor Exposure Form via the sce.com/partners website within one day of notification of a 

presumed or confirmed case. SCE’s COVID-19 PMO response team will review the contractor’s case and communicate with 

contractor’s management and the identified Edison Representative to ensure proper follow-up actions are taken. 

 

SCE COVID-19 Requirements for Contractor and Subcontractor Employees 

 

Isolation 

When an employee is presumed or confirmed to have COVID-19, contractor shall ensure that the employee completes 

an isolation period in alignment with CDC Guidelines.  The employee shall not visit SCE facilities, SCE job sites or 

customer locations until the employee has recovered and receives a medical release from their medical provider. 

(Note: A negative test alone is not sufficient for the employee to return to work for SCE). SCE does not require a 

copy of this document, however the contractor representative shall confirm with the Edison Representative that the 

employee has received the release prior to returning to an SCE facility, job site, or customer location. 
 

Quarantine 

Employees who have come into close contact with another employee or individual (including family members, friends, 

etc.) presumed or confirmed to have COVID-19, shall not visit SCE facilities, job sites, or customer locations, for 14 

days from the last contact with the sick individual.  Contractors shall follow CDC guidelines for quarantine following a 

potential COVID-19 exposure. If after 14 days, the employee has not been presumed or confirmed to have COVID-19, 

they may return to SCE work, but must follow the SCE re-entry guidelines above prior to visiting an SCE facility, job 

site or customer location (by completing the wellness/visitor questionnaire before coming onsite). If the employee is 

presumed or confirmed to have COVID-19, the employee shall follow the Isolation requirements above.  

 

In cases where a contractor employee is presumed or confirmed to have COVID-19 and has visited any customer locations within 

three days of the onset of COVID-19 symptoms, the contractor representative shall notify the Edison representative of the 

situation as soon as possible but no later than one day after the contractor becomes aware of the situation. The contractor’s 

representative shall fill out the COVID-19 Contractor Exposure Form within 1 day and indicate that the infected individual 

visited customer location(s).  The COVID-19 Response Team, the Edison representative and SCE’s Corporate Communication 

Department will work with the contractor to notify customers of potential COVID-19 exposures.  

 

For further questions, please contact SCE’s Industrial Hygiene Group via email at industrialhygiene@sce.com. 
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5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�0LWLJDWLRQ 

6,)�3RWHQWLDO�,QFLGHQW—&RQWUDFWRU�HPSOR\HH�EURNH�WKH�
0LQLPXP�$SSURDFK�'LVWDQFH��0$'��RI�DQ�HQHUJL]HG����9�
+9$&�XQLW�DQG�IHOW�D�WLQJOLQJ�VHQVDWLRQ� 

(QVXUH�0LQLPXP�$SSURDFK�'LVWDQFHV�DUH�DGKHUHG�WR�DQG�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH�
XSRQ�UHTXHVW��(QVXUH�DSSURSULDWH�VLJQDJH�DQG�RU�EDUULFDGHV�DUH�SUHVHQW�WR�
LVRODWH�HQHUJL]HG�FRPSRQHQWV� 

(OHFWULF�,QFLGHQW—-RXUQH\PDQ�/LQHPHQ�SHUIRUPLQJ�VZLWFK�
LQJ�ZDV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�VWDQGLQJ�RII�WKH�XQGHUJURXQG�
FDEOH�ZKHQ�D�SKDVH-WR-JURXQG�IDXOW�RFFXUUHG��7KLV�ZDV�
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�FDXVHG�E\�D�EDG�EXVKLQJ�RQ�WKH�
IHHGWKURXJK� 

(QVXUH�WRROV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�DUH�VWRUHG�FRUUHFWO\�DQG�WHVWHG�DV�QHHGHG� 

(OHFWULF�,QFLGHQW—$SSUHQWLFH�/LQHPHQ�DGMXVWHG�D�GHDG-HQG�
DVVHPEO\�ZLWK�D�FRWWHU�NH\�DQG�ZHQW�WR�URWDWH�WKH�EROW�ZLWK�
D�ZUHQFK�DQG�PDGH�FRQWDFW–�WULSSLQJ�WKH�FLUFXLW� 

(QVXUH�FOHDU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LV�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�GXULQJ�KRW�ZRUN��
(PSOR\HHV�VKDOO�QRW�UHDFK�LQWR�HQHUJL]HG�VSDFHV�ZLWK�FRQGXFWLYH�WRROV� 

*DV�,QFLGHQW—$�FUHZ�ZDV�XVLQJ�D�EDFNKRH�WR�SRWKROH�D�
PDUNHG�JDV�VHUYLFH�OLQH�ZKHQ�WKH\�VWUXFN�LW�GDPDJLQJ�LW—
FDXVLQJ�D�OHDN� 

(QVXUH�HQHUJL]HG�GLJJLQJ�HTXLSPHQW�LV�QRW�XVHG�ZLWKLQ����LQFKHV�RI�PDUNHG�
XWLOLWLHV� 

7KUHH�HOHFWULF�DQG�RQH�JDV�LQFLGHQWV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�)HEUXDU\������ 
6,)�3RWHQWLDO� �6HULRXV�,QMXU\�)DWDOLW\�3RWHQWLDO 
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4XHVWLRQV�RU�FRPPHQWV"�*HQHUDO�TXHVWLRQV��6'*(&RQWUDFWRU6DIHW\#VHPSUDXWLOLWLHV�FRP� 

/HW�XV�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�VHHLQJ�LQ�WKH�ILHOG�VR�ZH�FDQ�PDNH�RXU�REVHUYDWLRQV�HYHQ�EHWWHU��
3OHDVH�PDNH�VXUH�WR�YLVLW�RXU�EXOOHWLQ�ERDUG�RQ�,61�DQG�UHDG�WKH�ODWHVW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DW�
KWWSV���ZZZ�LVQHWZRUOG�FRP�%XOOHWLQ%RDUG�DV%XOOHWLQ%RDUG�DVS[� 

)8785(�)2&86�$5($6 
:KHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�SDVW�LQFLGHQWV��6'*	(�UHFRPPHQGV�WDUJHWLQJ�PLWLJDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�IRU� 
 

· 3URFHGXUDO�JDSV—HQVXUH�HPSOR\HHV�NQRZ�WKH�SURSHU�SURFHGXUHV�IRU�WKHLU�GDLO\�ZRUN�VFRSH�SULRU�

WR�VWDUWLQJ�ZRUN� 

· :RUN�(QYLURQPHQW—HQVXUH�WKH�SXEOLF�LV�SURWHFWHG�IURP�ZRUN�DUHD�KD]DUGV�E\�EDUULFDGHV�DQG�

ZDUQLQJ�VLJQV�SULRU�WR�VWDUWLQJ�ZRUN� 

· 9HKLFOH�RSHUDWLRQ—HQVXUH�VSRWWHUV�DUH�XVHG�ZKHQ�DYDLODEOH��ZKHQ�XQDYDLODEOH�SHUIRUP�&LUFOH�RI�

6DIHW\� 
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6SHFLDO�3RLQWV�RI�,QWHU�
HVW� 

7KH�6WDWH�DQG�FRXQW\¶V�
&RURQDYLUXV�FRQWUROV�DUH�
HYROYLQJ�EXW�ZH�ZLOO�FRQ�
WLQXH�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�VDIH�
ZRUN�SUDFWLFHV�IRU�WKH�
VDIHW\�RI�RXU�HPSOR\HHV�
DQG�FXVWRPHUV� 

)RU�6'*	(¶V�FXUUHQW�
&29,'-���JXLGHOLQHV��
SOHDVH�VHH�WKH�ODWHVW�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
,61��EXOOHWLQ�ERDUG�DQG�
DOVR�FRPPXQLFDWHG�YLD�
HPDLO�IURP�6XSSO\�0DQ�
DJHPHQW� 

Contractor Safety Talks 

& R Q W U D F W R U � 6 D I H W \ � 6 H U Y L F H V  

$SULO�������� 

7KH�7ROHUDQFH�=RQH« 

'LG�\RX�NQRZ" 

<RX�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�
LPPHGLDWHO\�UHSRUW�DQ\�
GDPDJH�\RX�DFFL�
GHQWDOO\�FDXVH�WR�D�
EXULHG�XWLOLW\��QR�PDWWHU�
KRZ�PLQRU� 

%DFNILOOLQJ�WKH�DUHD�
EHQHDWK�XWLOLW\�OLQHV�
SULRU�WR�SODFLQJ�VRLO�
RYHU�WKH�WRS�FDQ�VDYH�
WKHP�IURP�EUHDNLQJ� 

,QFLGHQW�WUHQGV�IRU�WKH�PRQWK�RI�0DUFK�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�OLQJHULQJ�FRQIXVLRQ�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�WROHUDQFH�]RQH�DQG����LQFK�UXOH��7KH�WROHUDQFH�]RQH�LV�WKH�DUHD�
DORQJ�HDFK�VLGH�RI�H[LVWLQJ�XWLOLWLHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�PDUNHG� 

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKH�WROHUDQFH�]RQH�SULRU�WR�GLJJLQJ�XQGHU�
JURXQG�LV�YLWDO�WR�NHHSLQJ�D�MREVLWH�VDIH� 

(QVXULQJ�WKDW�XWLOLWLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDUNHG��UHYHDOHG�ZLWK�QRQ-GHVWUXFWLYH�PHWK�
RGV�RI�H[SRVXUH��DQG�VWUXFWXUDOO\�VXSSRUWHG��LI�QHFHVVDU\��IDFLOLWDWHV�D�VDIH�
ZRUN�HQYLURQPHQW� 

)$4 

4��:KHUH�FDQ�,�ILQG�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�WR�ZRUN�VDIHO\�
DURXQG�XQGHUJURXQG�XWLOLWLHV"� 

$��&DOO�����RU�YLVLW�KWWS���FDOO����FRP����-\RXU-VWDWH 
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2YHU�WKH�ODVW����GD\V�6'*	(�VDIHW\�REVHUYHUV�SHUIRUPHG�MREVLWH�LQVSHFWLRQV�RQ�DOPRVW�DOO�6'*	(�MREVLWHV�DQG�REVHUYHG�
�������FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV��2I�WKHVH�WKHUH�ZHUH�����DW-ULVN�FRQGLWLRQV�GRFXPHQWHG�DQG�FRUUHFWHG�LQ�WKH�ILHOG��2I�WKH�DW-ULVN�
FRQGLWLRQV�REVHUYHG������ZHUH�ORZ�ULVN��ZLWK�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHP�LQYROYLQJ�SURSHU�XVH�RI�33(��7KHUH�ZHUH����PHGLXP�DW-ULVN�
REVHUYDWLRQV�DQG���KLJK�ULVN�REVHUYDWLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK� 

$W-5LVN�2EVHUYDWLRQV� 
�0DUFK������ 

$W-5LVN�%HKDYLRUV 

��� 
7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�DW-ULVN�FRQGLWLRQV�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�33(�FDWHJRU\��VDIHW\�JODVVHV��
JORYHV�DQG�KDUG�KDWV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��RSHQ�WUHQFKHV�ZHUH�VHHQ�ZLWKRXW�SURSHU�SUR�
WHFWLRQ�RU�DWWHQGDQFH��$OO�ZHUH�FRUUHFWHG�LQ�WKH�ILHOG� 

2%6(59$7,216�)520�7+(�),(/' 

127$%/(�$7-5,6.�2%6(59$7,216 
0HGLXP-+LJK�5LVN�2EVHUYDWLRQV 5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�0LWLJDWLRQ 

(PSOR\HH�GLJJLQJ�SULRU�WR�KDYLQJ�XWLOLW\�ORFDWHV�SUHVHQW� 3ULRU�WR�GLJJLQJ��HQVXUH�XWLOLW\�ORFDWHV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDUNHG�RXW� 

,QFLGHQWV 
�0DUFK������ 

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�0LWLJDWLRQ 

*DV�,QFLGHQW—(PSOR\HH�ZDV�UHPRYLQJ�WRS�OD\HU�RI�GLUW�
ZLWK�EDFNKRH�DQG�GDPDJHG�D�PDUNHG�JDV�OLQH��/DUJH�FXV�
WRPHU�RXWDJH� 

(QVXUH�PHFKDQL]HG�GLJJLQJ�HTXLSPHQW�LV�QRW�XVLQJ�ZLWKLQ����LQFKHV�RI�PDUNHG�
XWLOLWLHV� 

9HKLFOH��,QFLGHQW—&UHZ�GULYLQJ�EXFNHW�WUXFN�DQG�FKLSSHU�
XSKLOO�VWDUWHG�UROOLQJ�GRZQKLOO��7KH�YHKLFOH�MDFNNQLIHG�DQG�IHOO�
RQWR�WKH�GULYHU�VLGH��1R�LQMXULHV� 

(QVXUH�ORZ-JHDUV�DUH�XVHG�ZKHQ�DVFHQGLQJ�RU�GHVFHQGLQJ�JUDGLHQWV� 

6,)�3RWHQWLDO—(PSOR\HH�ZDV�ZHOGLQJ�RQ�D��´�VWHHO�JDV�
PDLQ�ZKHQ�KH�KHDUG�JDV�EORZLQJ��'XULQJ�KLV�DWWHPSW�WR�WXUQ�
RII�WKH�WRUFK�WKHUH�ZDV�LJQLWLRQ��)LUH�ZDWFK�SXW�RXW�ILUH�DQG�
YDOYH�ZDV�FORVHG��)LUVW�DLG�DGPLQLVWHUHG� 

(QVXULQJ�DFFLGHQWDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�YDOYHV�GRHV�QRW�DFWLYDWH�WKH�YDOYH��DQG�D�VHF�
RQGDU\�FRPSOHWLRQ�SOXJ�LV�LQVWDOOHG� 

3URSHUW\�'DPDJH—$�EDFNKRH�RSHUDWRU�VWUXFN�D���´�
PDUNHG�VHZHU�OLQH� 

(QVXUH�PHFKDQL]HG�GLJJLQJ�HTXLSPHQW�LV�QRW�XVLQJ�ZLWKLQ����LQFKHV�RI�PDUNHG�
XWLOLWLHV� 

2QH�HOHFWULF�DQG�IRXU�JDV�LQFLGHQWV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�0DUFK������ 
6,)�3RWHQWLDO� �6HULRXV�,QMXU\�)DWDOLW\�3RWHQWLDO 

*DV�,QFLGHQW—(PSOR\HH�XVLQJ�D�MDFNKDPPHU�GDPDJHG�D�
JDV�PDLQ�EHIRUH�XWLOLW\�ORFDWH�PDUNV�ZHUH�GHSOR\HG� :RUN�VKDOO�QRW�EH�SHUIRUPHG�SULRU�WR�XWLOLWLHV�EHLQJ�PDUNHG�RXW� 
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4XHVWLRQV�RU�FRPPHQWV"�*HQHUDO�TXHVWLRQV��6'*(&RQWUDFWRU6DIHW\#VHPSUDXWLOLWLHV�FRP� 

/HW�XV�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�VHHLQJ�LQ�WKH�ILHOG�VR�ZH�FDQ�PDNH�RXU�REVHUYDWLRQV�HYHQ�EHWWHU��
3OHDVH�PDNH�VXUH�WR�YLVLW�RXU�EXOOHWLQ�ERDUG�RQ�,61�DQG�UHDG�WKH�ODWHVW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DW�
KWWSV���ZZZ�LVQHWZRUOG�FRP�%XOOHWLQ%RDUG�DV%XOOHWLQ%RDUG�DVS[� 

)8785(�)2&86�$5($6 
:KHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�SDVW�LQFLGHQWV��6'*	(�UHFRPPHQGV�WDUJHWLQJ�PLWLJDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�IRU� 

· 3URFHGXUDO�JDSV

· 9HKLFOH�RSHUDWLRQ

· %RG\�SRVLWLRQ
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6SHFLDO�3RLQWV�RI�,Q�
WHUHVW� 

7KH�6WDWH�DQG�&RXQW\¶V�
&RURQDYLUXV�FRQWUROV�
DUH�HYROYLQJ�EXW�ZH�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�WR�GHPRQ�
VWUDWH�VDIH�ZRUN�SUDFWLF�
HV�IRU�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�RXU�
HPSOR\HHV�DQG�FXVWRP�
HUV� 

)RU�6'*	(¶V�FXUUHQW�
&29,'-���JXLGHOLQHV��
SOHDVH�VHH�WKH�ODWHVW�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
,61��EXOOHWLQ�ERDUG�DQG�
DOVR�FRPPXQLFDWHG�YLD�
HPDLO�IURP�6XSSO\�0DQ�
DJHPHQW� 

Contractor Safety Talks 

& R Q W U D F W R U � 6 D I H W \ � 6 H U Y L F H V  

0D\�������� 

7UDLQLQJ�IRU�WKH�+D]DUG� 

'LG�\RX�NQRZ" 

)RU�WKH�ODVW�VHYHUDO�
\HDUV��WKH�RQOLQH-
WUDLQLQJ�SUHVHQFH�KDV�
EHHQ�VWHDGLO\�LQFUHDV�
LQJ�RQ�26+$¶V�RXW�
UHDFK�SURJUDP� 

(QVXULQJ�FUHZV�DUH�
WUDLQHG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�
SRWHQWLDO�KD]DUGV�WKDW�
VKRXOG�DULVH�GXULQJ�
WKHLU�YDULHG�ZRUN�
VFRSHV�LV�HVVHQWLDO� 

$OO�ZRUNHUV�VKRXOG�KDYH�WUDLQLQJ�
WKDW�GLUHFWO\�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�ZRUN�
VFRSHV�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�H[SRVHG�WR�
RQ�D�MREVLWH��7KLV�WUDLQLQJ�VKRXOG�
EH�FRPSOHWHG�EHIRUH�JRLQJ�RQWR�
MREVLWHV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�YDULRXV�
KD]DUGV�WKDW�PD\�DULVH�ZKHQ�
SHUIRUPLQJ�WKHLU�H[SHFWHG�ZRUN��
:RUNHUV�ZLOO�YHULI\�WKDW�FRPSD�
QLHV�KDYH�SURSHU�WUDLQLQJ�SUR�
JUDPV�LQ�SODFH�IRU�WKHLU�ZRUN�
IRUFH�WR�HQVXUH�SURSHU�PLWLJDWLRQ�
PHDVXUHV�KDYH�EHHQ�WDNHQ�WR�
DGGUHVV�WKHVH�VSHFLILF�KD]DUGV�� 
 

 
7KH�7RP�*UDKDP�7UDLQLQJ�)DFLOLW\��RZQHG�DQG�RSHU�
DWHG�E\�$�0��2UWHJD�&RQVWUXFWLRQ��LV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�
H[DPSOH�RI�D�WUDLQLQJ�FHQWHU��7KLV�WUDLQLQJ�IDFLOLW\��
QDPHG�LQ�PHPRULDO�RI�D�ORQJWLPH�VDIHW\�OHDGHU�DQG�
HPSOR\HH��RIIHUV�KDQGV-RQ�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�ZRUNHUV�LQ�
WKH�ILHOG��7KH�GHVLJQ�LQFOXGHV�PXOWLSOH�VLPXODWHG�
ZRUN�VWDWLRQV�IRU�SRO\�IXVLQJ��SRWKROLQJ��VKRULQJ��
ZHOGLQJ��XQGHUJURXQG�XWLOLW\�ORFDWLQJ��DQG�PDQ\�RWK�
HU�VWDWLRQV��,I�D�QHZ�HPSOR\HH�QHHGV�WUDLQLQJ�RU�D�
)RUHPDQ�LV�LQ�QHHG�RI�UHIUHVKHU�FRXUVH�–�WKLV�WUDLQ�
LQJ�IDFLOLW\�RIIHUV�$�0��2UWHJD¶V�HPSOR\HHV�WKH�RS�
SRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SHULHQFH�VLPXODWHG�ZRUN�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�
D�VDIH�HQYLURQPHQW�EHIRUH�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKH�VDPH�

ZRUN�LQ�WKH�ILHOG��7KLV�DOORZV�ZRUNHUV�WR�KDYH�DQ�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
RI�YDULRXV�FRPSOH[�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�XQVDIH�SURFHVVHV�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�GHSOR\HG�LQ�
WKH�ILHOG� 
 

$W�6'*	(��ZH�EHOLHYH�WKLV�W\SH�RI�
WUDLQLQJ�IDFLOLW\�VKRXOG�EH�XVHG�DV�DQ�
H[DPSOH�RI�D�³EHVW�SUDFWLFH´�IRU�RWKHU�
FRQWUDFWRUV��(QFRXUDJLQJ�SUHSDUDWRU\�
WUDLQLQJ�RI�RQH¶V�ZRUNIRUFH�WR�SUHYHQW�
SRVVLEOH�KD]DUGV�FDQ�VKLIW�D�FRPSDQ\¶V�
VDIHW\�FXOWXUH�IURP�UHDFWLYH�WR�SURDF�
WLYH�� 
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7UDLQLQJ�2SWLRQV�DW�7RP�*UDKDP�)DFLOLW\ 

Training Station 1: Gas Line Installation & 
Welding 

Poly Pipe Installation 
Gas Welding of Steel Pipe 
Steel Pipe Wrapping 
Tapping Tees 
Poly Fusion and Testing 
Socket Fusion 
Pressure Control 
Branch Saddles 
Oxy Fuel Welding 
6”-8” Butt Weld Fusion 

 
Training Station 2: House-line Simulator 

Riser Setting & Relocations 
UG Utility Locating 
Barrier Post Installation 
House Service Installation 

 
Training Station 3: Underground Pressure 
Control 

Tapping and Stopping 
Service Y 
Proper Use of Valves 
Pressure Control/2-way Feeds 
Top-Half Fitting 
Proper Use of E-5 and D-5 Units 
Bottom-Out Fitting 

 
Training Station 4: Pot Holing & Vacuum 
Pot Holing 

Proper Handling of Air Tools 
Correct PPE 
Proper Lifting (Ergonomics) 
Pothole Visual 

Training Station 5: Installation of Shor-
ing & Dry Utility Trench 

Handling Shoring Equipment 
Utility Line Installation 
Ladder Installation 
Competent Person Training 
Raise & Set UG Vault 

 
Training Station 6: Trenching Opera-
tions & Testing 

Trench Excavation Methods 
Digging Around Existing Utilities 
Handling of Trench Spoils 

 
Training Station 7: Boring Installation & 
Large Electrical Package 

Use of Boring Tools 
Installation of Utility Line Within a 

Bore 
Working Around High Voltage 

 
Training Station 8: Front-End Loader, 
Bobcat and Backhoe 

Equipment Safety 
Equipment Training 
Handling of Spoils 

 
Training Station 9: 8” and 16” Steel 
Pipe Handling 

Veriforce Training 
Coating Steel Pipe 
Steel Pipe Wrapping 
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2%6(59$7,216�)520�7+(�),(/' 
2YHU�WKH�ODVW����GD\V�6'*	(�VDIHW\�REVHUYHUV�SHUIRUPHG�MREVLWH�LQVSHFWLRQV�RQ�DOPRVW�DOO�6'*	(�MREVLWHV�DQG�REVHUYHG�
�������FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV��2I�WKHVH�WKHUH�ZHUH�����DW-ULVN�FRQGLWLRQV�GRFXPHQWHG�DQG�FRUUHFWHG�LQ�WKH�ILHOG��2I�WKH�DW-ULVN�
FRQGLWLRQV�REVHUYHG������ZHUH�ORZ�ULVN��ZLWK�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHP�LQYROYLQJ�SURSHU�XVH�RI�33(��7KHUH�ZHUH����PHGLXP�DW-ULVN�
REVHUYDWLRQV�DQG���KLJK�ULVN�REVHUYDWLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�PRQWK� 

 
$W-5LVN�2EVHUYDWLRQV� 

�$SULO������ 

 
$W-5LVN�%HKDYLRUV 

��� 
7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�DW-ULVN�FRQGLWLRQV�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�33(�FDWHJRU\��VDIHW\�JODVVHV��
JORYHV�DQG�KDUG�KDWV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WULS�KD]DUGV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�RQ�PXOWLSOH�SUR�
MHFWV��$OO�ZHUH�FRUUHFWHG�LQ�WKH�ILHOG� 

127$%/(�$7-5,6.�2%6(59$7,216 
 

0HGLXP-+LJK�5LVN�2EVHUYDWLRQV 
 

 
5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�0LWLJDWLRQ 

&UHZ�FXWWLQJ�UHEDU�DW�HGJH�RI�5RDG�DQG�GLG�QRW�ZHW�YHJHWD�
WLRQ�GRZQ�DGMDFHQW�WR�5RDG� 

&UHZ�PXVW�EH�SUXGHQW�ZKHQ�VWDJLQJ�KRW�ZRUN�DUHDV��(QVXUH�DOO�ILUH�PLWLJDWLRQ�
SURFHGXUHV�DUH�IROORZHG�� 

&UHZ�PHPEHU�REVHUYHG�LQ�EXFNHW�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�FOLSSHG�
RQWR�KLV�DQFKRUDJH�SRLQW� 

(QVXUH�WKRVH�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�EXFNHW�KDYH������IDOO�SURWHFWLRQ��&UHZV�VKRXOG�
GRXEOH-YHULI\��FULWLFDO�ZRUN�WDVNV� 

0217+/<�,1&,'(176�1($5�0,66(6� 
 

,QFLGHQWV 
�$SULO������ 

 
5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�0LWLJDWLRQ 

)LUH—&UHZ�FXWWLQJ�UHEDU�RQ�WKH�VKRXOGHU�RI�WKH�URDG�ZKHQ�
D�VSDUN�IOHZ�FDXVLQJ�D�VPDOO�ILUH�� 

%H�SUXGHQW�ZKHQ�VWDJLQJ�KRW�ZRUN�DUHDV��(QVXUH�DOO�ILUH�PLWLJDWLRQ�SURFHGXUHV�
DUH�IROORZHG�� 

(OHFWULF�,QFLGHQW—2SHUDWRU�FRQWDFWHG�RYHUKHDG�FRPPXQL�
FDWLRQ�OLQH�ZLWK�ERRP�ZKLOH�SXOOLQJ�SODWHV�ZLWK�DQ�H[FDYDWRU�
–�WZR�IXVHV�SRSSHG�RQ�QHDUE\��N9�FLUFXLW�FDXVLQJ�DQ�RXW�
DJH�� 

$OZD\V�XVH�VSRWWHUV�ZKHQ�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKLV�W\SH�RI�ZRUN�DFWLYLW\��(QVXUH�RSHUD�
WRUV�DQG�VSRWWHUV�PDLQWDLQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUN�SURFHVV� 

'$57�,QMXU\—(PSOR\HH�ZDV�GLJJLQJ�ZLWK�D�FOD\�VSDGH�
VKRYHO�ZKHQ�KH�VPDVKHG�ERWK�RI�KLV�WKXPEV��UHTXLULQJ�
VWLWFKHV�� 

(QVXUH�SURSHU�33(�LV�ZRUQ��DQG�SURSHU�FDXWLRQ�LV�WDNHQ�ZKHQ�GLJJLQJ�E\�PDLQ�
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Safety and Health Tailboard 

TOPIC:  Equipment Tipping Hazards
Code of Safe Practices: Section 13 Gas Distribution and Transmission Systems 

Topic Overview / Key Messages: 

The use of heavy mobile equipment present hazards for workers at jobsites. The hazards apply to both operators of
the equipment and those around the equipment. Workers are killed each year on job sites by mobile heavy
equipment – including backhoes/excavators, mobile cranes, road grading, forklifts, surfacing machinery, loaders,
bulldozers, tractors and vehicles. A jobsite can be a construction site, agricultural site, work headquarters, service
center or warehouse where employees are performing tasks. Non-Operators and Operators of mobile equipment
need to protect themselves and others during the operation of moving equipment.

Risks, Exposures and Impacts: 

Serious injuries and fatalities are reported every year in the United States as a result of workers being crushed,
struck-by or run-over-by operated or moving equipment.

Preventative Steps and/or Actions to Take: 

Non Operators 
 Assume the operator cannot see you and stand

clear.
 Separate workers from heavy equipment and swing

radius
 Stop when you hear alarms and take appropriate

action.
 Be trained on spotter responsibilities, signals and have

a plan.
Operators (Heavy Equipment & Equipment) 

 Complete the necessary, required and certified
training.

 Be trained on the hand signals and have a plan.

 Know the operating shutdown procedures in the
manual

 Inspect the equipment and controls before, during
each job.

 Know the limited access zone or swing radius of
equipment

 Use a spotter and do not rely on mirrors and back-up
alarms

 Avoid working on or parallel to steep grades,
embankments or unstable soil

 Drive at least as far from the edge of the bank as the
ditch/excavation is deep to help prevent the bank
from collapsing.
When loading or unloading materials, make sure that
only essential workers are in the area and have the
spotter let you know where they are. No one should
be under a suspended load.

 Plan the work to minimize the need to back up
 Do not speed
 Put the transmission in park, shut off the motor, set

the brakes, and perform all other shutdown
procedures before working on or around the
equipment.

Equipment and Personal Protective Equipment: 

 Receive spotter or signal person training to be able to adequately alert operators to workers or pedestrians
in the blind spots of the equipment - including workers in trenches or manholes.
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Safety and Health Tailboard 

TOPIC:  Equipment Tipping Hazards 
Code of Safe Practices: Section 13 Gas Distribution and Transmission Systems 

 
 

 Always wear high-visibility safety apparel and increase visibility when needed by using high-visibility arm bands 
and hats, and vests with strobes.   

 
 
 

Procedures, Standards and Resources: 
 

Code of Safe Practice Toolkit:   
Section 13 Gas Distribution and Transmission Systems Rule: 
1325. Equipment Tipping Hazard 

Employees shall stand clear of equipment operating on hillsides or uneven ground, or where there is a possibility 
of rollover. 

* 
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Attendance Sheet  

Date:  
Click here to enter text.

 Tailboard Lead: 
Click here to enter text.

 

Time Began: 
Click here to enter text.

 Lan Id: 
Click here to enter text.

 

Time Ended: 
Click here to enter text.

 Location: 
Click here to enter text.

 

Topics Discussed (attach or identify all documents, handouts or videos provided viewed or discussed) 
Equipment Tipping Hazards 

Other (include a brief summary of what was discussed) 
Click here to enter text. 

ATTENDEES 

Print Last 
Name 

Signature Lan Id Print Last 
Name 

Signature Lan Id 

 

 

     

 

 
     

 

 

     

 

 

     

 
 

     

 

 

     

 
 

     

 

 

     

 

 

     

      

      

 
 

     

      

      

 
 
*Safety briefings meet Cal OSHA §1509 . Injury and Illness Prevention Program; (e) Supervisory employees shall conduct "toolbox" or "tailgate" 
safety meetings, or equivalent, with their crews at least every 10 working days to emphasize safety. A department may have more stringent 
requirements through their Standards or Procedures. Tailboard documents provide the facilitator with facts about topics to use during daily briefings. 
Tailboards may be created as a result of identifying a hazard by conducting a Job Safety Analysis (JSA)/Job Hazard Analysis (JHA).  
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